
Museum Musings...
YMCA of the Rockies
Lula W. Dorsey Museum Fall 2005

In this issue:
·View from the Museum Porch 
·Mountainside Lodge Rehabilitation Underway
·Staff Alumni Reunion News
·YMCA Featured on ABC Radio
·Centennial Plans Move Forward
·Documenting Camp Chief Ouray’s History 
·2007 YMCA Centennial Cookbook



View From the Museum Porch

As we sit down to
write these opening
lines, our view is not of
the Ad Building and
Teddy's Teeth but the
Tetons. We decided to
take a break before
making a final push to
finish the centennial

book. Sometimes you just have to take a step back
before you can move forward.

Even though the museum is open all winter, get -
ting her ready for summer is like bringing a ship out
of mothballs. Most years we call all our volunteers in
for a two-day marathon cleaning. This year we did it
over a ten day period to juggle schedules of our vol -
unteers Marlene Borneman, Betty Meyer, Carol
Clark and Earl Clark. Thanks for all you do!

Getting ready for summer was much easier with
the help of Georgeanne Wood of Thornton, Colorado
who volunteered two days a week in April and May.
She was a bundle of energy who helped with spring
cleaning, rewrote our procedural manual and did
yard work.

Staffer LoAnn Skaar decided not to return this
summer after five years, electing to play golf instead.
We told her that before she could make tee time
reservations, she had to suggest returning senior
staff to fill her position. After careful consideration,
we decided on Betty Munro from Huntsville, Texas.
She didn't arrive until mid-June but she stays until

mid-September. Considering how busy September is,
it will be great to have her around after Labor Day. 

Betty immediately jumped into the fray making
friends with our other seasonal staffer, Pat Reineke.
Betty was such a bundle of energy we were some -
times tempted to put rocks in her pockets or hobble
her! Jokes aside, we needed every bit of energy all of
us could muster this summer. 

The rehabilitation of John Timothy Stone's
Mountainside Lodge is well under way. It is on
schedule and on budget. Jack has taken hundreds of
photographs to document its rebirth. Look for the
feature story later.

Plans for the YMCA centennial celebration and
staff alumni reunion are progressing. Lulie has at
least one or two meetings a week concerning some
aspect of the event. She'll give you her update later
as well.

Now for two of our favorite subjects: weather and
critters. After several good spring storms, the snow
pack was well above normal going into June. On
Memorial Day, Mother Nature pulled what has seem -
ingly become a yearly trick when a major snowstorm
closed Trail Ridge. Numerous motorcyclists were
stranded at the Alpine Visitor Center and had to
abandon their bikes overnight. Trail Ridge was
closed again on June 12 and 13 by 2-3 foot drifts! 

While the abundant moisture was welcome, it put
a crimp in early season hiking. Most old timers,
including us, couldn't remember as much snow in the
high country in many years.  As you would expect,
the abundant moisture was celebrated with a beauti -
ful display of tundra flowers. On the negative side,
we also had a bumper crop of hungry mosquitoes!

Just about the time we thought summer was
going to be a washout repeat of last year, the weath -
er turned clear and warm. We had day after day of
cloudless skies and warm temperatures. Then, after
July 4th, it just turned plum hot. We know this won't
garner much sympathy, but we had almost two
weeks of temperatures in the upper eighties and low
nineties. It got so hot we had to buy a window air
conditioner for our office to keep us and the computer
equipment from frying. 

When leaders of the 2,600 person Reformed
Church of America Rocky Mountain High Conference
arrived for their pre-conference meeting, they asked
if there was anything they could pray for. Y staff told
them "rain." Well, they must have some good connec -
tions upstairs. On July 23rd, a huge hail storm pre -
ceded a "Texas toad strangler." Gravel and rocks
washed across roads, and the staff dining room was
flooded. On the 26th we awakened to a cloudy cool
day. Guess what? Everybody was complaining about
being cold!
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If you remember, our lead critter story in the last
edition was about houseflies. This time around we've
got more conventional and appealing stories. The
first one starts at our house and ends up on the
YMCA Summit. So we guess it qualifies for inclusion. 

On May 21st, Jack was doing some yard work
when a movement caught his attention. He looked up
to see a bobcat walking across the street and up the
driveway. Only fifteen feet away, it sauntered past
and disappeared around the corner of the house. Jack
ran around the other side of the house telling Lulie
what was going on. When she went for a peek she
almost stepped on the cat!

For the most part, we've only seen the "south
end" of bobcats, but this one couldn't have cared less.
It walked across the creek behind the house and
went up on the Summit to hunt ground squirrels.
After much fumbling, Jack found the camera and
started snapping photographs. The cat let him
approach to within about twenty feet. By this time it
had tired of hunting and was bathing in the shade of
a pine tree. In mid-September, it was seen hunting in
the museum yard about 8:30 on evening. It was prob -
ably “exercising” our Museum rabbits.

On the avian front, the tree swallows won the
battle of the museum nesting box fighting off the
wrens for a second year in a row. We were enter -
tained by a juvenile crow hopping around the muse -
um begging for its parents to feed it. The hummers
returned a little later than average due to the cool,
wet weather. In mid-July, a Rufus hummingbird
claimed the two museum feeders defending them
against all comers for a couple of weeks.

During the third week of August we noticed a
radical increase in activity around the hummingbird
feeders. We didn't take the time to observe more
closely until August 19. Jack was holding down the
porch, while everybody else was at lunch when he
noticed that the dozen or so hummingbirds around
the feeder were not the usual Broadtails. What we
had instead were a flock of Calliope hummingbirds.

Calliopes nest west of Continental Divide from
California to southern Canada. In the past twenty-six
years we've seen an occasional one or two every few
years. Evidently, a small migrating group was blown
over the Divide by strong winds earlier in the week.
After making life miserable for the resident
Broadtails for a few days, the Calliopes continued
their flight to Mexico for the winter.

Bats are very common around the Y. Just at sun -
set they can be seen flying about catching insects.
One morning this summer as Jack was opening the
museum when he noticed a brown bat hanging on the
wall beside the upstairs door. We're not sure how it
got in, but they can squeeze through some pretty
small cracks. Removal was simple; Jack donned
leather gloves and grabbed the butterfly net used for
evicting errant hummingbirds. When last seen it was
fluttering off looking for a place to sleep.

In mid-July, we hiked to Ptarmigan Tarns above
Lake Helene. We hadn't been there in several years
and invited George Stone to tag along. From about a
quarter mile below the tarns, Jack noticed a couple of
ravens hopping around a dark spot in a snow bank.
Such behavior usually indicates carrion.

During lunch, Jack
borrowed George's
binoculars and couldn't
believe his eyes. He
saw a bighorn sheep
skull. After lunch,
George and Jack hiked
over to the spot and
found the remains of a ¾ curl ram. We can only sur -
mise that the sheep had slipped or was taken out by
a snow slide the previous winter.

Now that September has arrived, daytime tem -
peratures have moderated and mornings have the
crisp feel of fall. The tundra has started to turn red
and the aspen trees are starting to show their colors.
The high peaks already have a dusting of snow.

As we finish this edition, our hearts are saddened
by the devastation and horror brought on by Katrina.
We know that you will join us in helping for our fel -
low Americans. Please make a contribution to the
charity of your choice to help those in need. 

We sincerely appreciate your many kind com -
ments about Musings and your generous support of
the museum's work. We are blessed to have a job
that brings us so much pleasure. Be sure to drop by
and say hello if you are in the neighborhood. It gets
kind of lonely around here during the winter.
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Rehabilitation of John T imothy S tone’ s
Mountainside Lodge Underway!

Just a week after Kent's announcement that the
Mountainside Lodge campaign was concluded, gener -
al contractor Bruce Gregg held a meeting for subcon -
tractors at Mountainside. They gathered in the din -
ing room for a project orientation. Kent Meyer gave
an overview of the importance of the project to the
Y's mission. Buildings and Grounds Superientendant
Jon Landkamer laid a few ground rules for construc -
tion traffic and logistics. Architect Steve Lane
stressed the importance of sensitivity to historical
details as a condition of the State Historical Fund
Grant. Finally, Bruce Gregg stressed the importance
of a clean worksite, safety regulations and general
site rules.

All during the tear-out, extreme care was taken
to carefully preserve every scrap of existing material
for reuse in the rehabilitation. Items that were to
return to their original locations were carefully
labeled. We've never seen a construction project
where the contractor and workmen take such care.

Since the Lodge is basically log and stone, we 
didn't expect many artifacts to come to light, howev -
er, a few goodies appeared. One was an old sad iron.
After some cleaning it's now part of the display in the
museum kitchen. A second item was a rusted and
well used rock chisel found in the basement. While
there is no proof, we surmise it was probably used in
the original construction of Mountainside.

The last artifact is a classic
example of how our job takes
some interesting twists and
turns. Workmen presented Jack
with a small medicine bottle that
once contained chloral hydrate.
Since both of us managed to
avoid organic chemistry in col -
lege, we asked George Stone
what it was. He recognized the
hydrate molecule and recited
some chemistry that went
instantly over our heads.

A search on the Internet
yielded instant results. Chloral
Hydrate was discovered by
Justus von Liebig in 1832. In the
nineteenth century, it was used
as a treatment for insomnia. It
became a controlled substance
under The Pure Food and Drug
Act of 1906. A use, which seems to coincide with the

age of this bottle, is a sedative for pediatric dentistry.
One historical reference referred to it by the classic
name "Mickey Finn" or "knock out drops." It is still
manufactured in pill form and used as a sedative for
children before dentistry or MRI procedures. 

The first order of business for workmen at
Mountainside was leveling the dining room floor. To
stabilize the sagging east wall, steel cables were
attached to it and anchored inside the building. Next,
four temporary internal support walls were con -
structed: two in the basement and two in the dining
room. Thus sandwiched, the floor leveled easily.

Next, rotten logs were removed from the dining
room wall and replaced with logs salvaged from the
demolished recreation building. They matched beau -
tifully in color. After the chinking was replaced, they
blended in perfectly.

In the kitchen, openings were cut in the floor and
ceiling for a new stairway to provide additional
access and fire egress. The old north kitchen addition
was trussed up in steel cables similar to the dining
room and leveled in preparation for a new founda -
tion. Everyone knew one corner was low, but fourteen
inches was a big surprise.

Making a historic building accessible for persons
with disabilities is always a challenge. At
Mountainside, providing an accessible bedroom and
bathroom was relatively simple since they are on the
ground level under the dining room. Making the sec -
ond floor accessible posed the real challenge. 

Wheelchair ramps on historic buildings too often
detract from the structure, but not at Mountainside.
The subcontractor in charge of constructing the ramp
didn't just build a ramp but created a work of art.
They scoured surrounding YMCA property for stone
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that matched the Lodge. They took special care in
protecting native plants when constructing the wind -
ing ramp that literally blends into the Lodge. The
metal railing will likewise be as unobtrusive as possi -
ble.

During the third week of August, Mountainside
was a beehive of activity and also at a point of maxi -
mum mess. It was almost impossible to find a park -
ing place. Electricians were electrifying, plumbers
were plumbing, carpenters were carpentering and
roofers were roofing. Outside, Buildings and Grounds
dug numerous trenches for new utilities.

Across from the Lodge, the Big Horn Annex was
under renovation as well. While not part of State
Historic Fund Grant, Gregg Construction is taking
similar steps to preserve the historic integrity of the
building. We had to chuckle when we noticed that it
now has central heat replacing the old Coleman wall
furnaces.

To see the rehabilitation in progress visit:
http://www.ymcarockies.org/page.php?code=1679 We
will post updates not only on the Lodge but also on
associated aspects of the project.

Bruce Gregg told us that Mountainside Lodge
will be completed before the end of the year. Work on
other pieces of the John Timothy Stone Center for

Christian Faith and Life will continue into next sum -
mer. No firm completion date has been set as of yet. 

Staff Alumni Reunion Mailing
Headed Your W ay!

All this talk about the centennial and a staff reunion
in June 2007 is starting to generate a lot of email
and snail mail. There are alumni out there chomping
at the bit to make their reservations NOW! 

Several months ago staff began assembling a
master list of alumni using old payroll records, sea -
sonal applications and the Y's database. The huge
amount of data was merged and run through a
process whereby addresses were verified and updat -
ed. The resulting list includes almost 15,000 former
employees going back over forty years!

By about November 1, former staffers should
receive a postcard with a business reply tear-off to
return. The mailing also has important registration
and contact information for the reunion. Lodge space
is limited so be sure to register early.
We also want you to register at our alumni website
at www.ymcarockies.org/page.php?code=452 .
That way your old friends from the Y-camp can con -
tact you! 

Y-camp Featured on ABC Radio Show

Way back in 1979 when we lived in Dallas, we
were searching for an doorknob to finish a home ren -
ovation project when our quest led us to Andrea
Ridout's reproduction hardware company in Garland,
Texas. While conducting business, we learned that
her husband Mickey worked at the Y in 1971.

After starting the museum and moving to
Colorado, we continued our friendship as the Ridouts
became museum supporters. Now, fast forward to
2005... Andrea has a syndicated home improvement
show on ABC radio called what else but the "Ask
Andrea Show." While giving out "hip home improve -
ment" tips to listeners, they share their love for the Y
and stories of vacationing at the Estes Park Center.

The Ridouts have a second Y connection through
Vice President of Group Sales Jerry Donner who
worked with Mickey's brother, Bill, at SMR in 1975.
Jerry put all the pieces together for them to tape
their show on July 20 at Estes.

We gathered on the Administration Building
porch to tape the show. When we say "we" it was a
bunch of us. President Kent Meyer shared an
overview of the Y's mission. Jack plugged
Mountainside Lodge and the Colorado State
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Historical Fund's participation in the rehabilitation.
George Stone added comments about his father. Lulie
briefly spoke about the Y's centennial and the alumni
reunion. Vice President of Membership and Sales
Jerry Donner and Assistant Marketing Director
Holly Collingwood promoted family reunions, confer -
ences and special family weekends. Program Director
Gail Albers talked about having fun and activities at
the Y.

Before everyone parted, Andrea was already
hatching plans for follow-up shows. Thanks Andrea
and Mickey for your love of the Y and the national
publicity for the YMCA of the Rockies!

April Board Meeting

Kent Meyer invited us to attend the April 28,
evening Board session to hear him announce the clos -
ing out of the Mountainside Lodge campaign.
Although it was a poorly kept secret, his formal
announcement was a momentous occasion. While
that announcement was forefront in our attendance,
we got a whole lot more than we bargained for.

After announcing the conclusion of the
Mountainside campaign, Kent told those in atten -
dance that the $350,000 fund raising for the new
Legett Youth and Family Pavilion at Snow Mountain
Ranch was only $17,000 and change short of its goal.
Chairman of the Board Gary Heimendinger chal -
lenged Board members to raise that amount before
adjournment on Sunday. Board member Tom Miers
then challenged those present to raise the funds in
fifteen minutes.

Even though they had already made previous
commitments to the campaign, Board members
began calling out additional pledges. When the pace
slowed, staff began making pledges. We looked at

each other realizing that we couldn't sit on our
hands. The goal was quickly reached. Someone then
asked "timekeeper" Tom Miers how long it took.
Looking at his watch he said, "six minutes." Four
days were compressed into 360 seconds!

The Legett Youth and Family Pavilion will serve
both Snow Mountain Ranch and Camp Chief Ouray.
During the summer, CCO will utilize it for both day
and evening programs. Sheltered space is especially
valuable on summer afternoons when a thunder -
storm rumbles by. During the busy spring and fall
outdoor education season it will provide valuable out-
of-doors classroom and recreational space. 

In winter, the pavilion will be flooded and con -
verted into a skating rink. Sheltered from the sun's
rays, a small groomer will maintain the ice.

The Board minutes from the last ninety-eight
years document numerous instances where Board
members stepped in at the end of a campaign when a
final nudge was needed. This, however, was the first
time where staff joined the Board to close a cam -
paign. 

It was an incredible experience to witness this tan -
gible example of the unselfish dedication of our vol -
unteer Board of Directors and professional staff. It
was also an honor to play a part, albeit small, in this
piece of YMCA of the Rockies history.

Museum Annual Support Campaign
Funds YMCA Centennial Celebration

As you might remember, we designated contribu -
tions to the 2005 Museum Annual Appeal over and
above operating expenses for the centennial. As of
August, contributions totaled almost $28,000.
Projected expenses through the end of the year are
$24,000 leaving a surplus of $4,000. That, combined
with income from oil wells in West Texas that recent -
ly found new life and investment earnings, will gen -
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erate a total surplus of close to $17,000 for the 2007
centennial celebration.

We are designating revenues in excess of operat -
ing expenses for 2006 and 2007 as well for the cen -
tennial. Expenses involving items that pay for them -
selves such as the centennial book and souvenirs will
be funded by normal YMCA operations.

We've taken on some daunting projects over the
years, but they pale in comparison to the centennial.
We know that those of you who've followed and sup -
ported the museum over more than two and a half
decades will join us in taking on this momentous
task to celebrate the YMCA of the Rockies 100th
birthday.

Centennial Plans T ake Shape

It is hard to believe that we are in countdown
mode for the YMCA of the Rockies centennial. Lulie
is an organized neatnick whose desk usually reflects
that illness; however, as the centennial approaches,
the stacks of paper on her desk are becoming more
numerous and deeper. Yellow sticky notes are start -
ing to blossom like dandelions in the spring. Her
weekly centennial meetings are taking on an urgent
tone as plans go from "pie in the sky" to reality.

Here is what the Centennial Committee has
agreed on so far. The alumni reunion dates are set
for Estes Park June 17-23, 2007 and Snow Mountain
Ranch June 17-22, 2007. Committee members are
working to plan a fun week with the right balance of
activities and time to socialize. 

Although the centennial will be celebrated
throughout 2007, the week of July 15-19 will be the
official YMCA of the Rockies Week. We're planning to
kick off the celebration at Grand Lake on the 15th
with a hike from Grand Lake to the Estes Park
Center to commemorate the founders hike in 1907.
There will be some alternatives for those of weaker
knees such as climbing Flattop from Bear Lake to
meet the hiking party.

The 19th will officially be YMCA of the Rockies
Day. Be sure to mark that one on your calendar.
We're cooking up some real fun stuff for that day like
a parade, entertainment and food.

Celebrating CCO's
100th Anniversary in 2007 2008

One of the most daunting tasks in researching
our corporate history was documenting the history of
Camp Chief Ouray before the YMCA of the Rockies
acquired it in 1980. Research took us in many direc -

tions. Some were well worn paths, while others were
new. So, sit back, pour another cup of coffee and
enjoy a laugh on us.

Relying on YMCA of the Rockies literature from
the 1980s, we always accepted the founding date of
Camp Chief Ouray as 1907. Then, this past winter,
we were struck by a couple of lightning bolts. First, a
series of letters surfaced in the Stephen H. Hart
Library at the Colorado Historical Society written by
Everett Sutton in 1908 at the first CCO encamp-
ment. 

Next, in the Dorsey Museum archives, we ran
across a 50th anniversary CCO booklet published in
1958. No matter how you added it up, 1907 plus fifty
years didn't equal 1958! After some more digging, we
discovered that CCO was organized in late 1907, but
the first camp was held in 1908. So, technically
either 2007 or 2008 was the 100th anniversary.

For more than a year it was assumed from the
Board of Directors on down that the YMCA of the
Rockies would celebrate a joint anniversary with
CCO. It looked like a big helping of crow pie was in
order for the Meltons. Using the old 1970s saying,
"When life gives you lemons make lemonade," we
looked for a positive spin.

When Jack emailed President/CEO Kent Meyer
and Camp Chief Ouray Director Marty Ferguson, he
stressed the point that splitting the celebrations
would give CCO its own year in the limelight. The
silence over the next few days was deafening as staff
conferred. Kent finally called telling us that "revi -
sionist history" had won the field and we would cele -
brate CCO's 100th in 2008. This gives Marty another
year to plan and us another year to correct any more
"mistakes."

Camping at Camp Chief Ouray - 1908

The Everett Sutton letters uncovered at the State
Archives were a treasure trove of information. There
were 16 single spaced typed pages carefully tran -
scribed, complete with uncorrected spelling and dic -
tion errors. What follows is a preview from the
upcoming centennial book, YMCA of the Rockies:
Reflections, Traditions and Vision .  

On June 24, 1908, J. L. Hersey, President of the
Colorado Biological Society, and five Denver teens
including Everett Sutton boarded the train in Denver
bound for Granby to prepare for arrival of the first
CCO campers. En route, Hersey discovered his
acquaintance William Jennings Bryan in an adjoin -
ing railcar. Headed for his summer home in Grand
Lake, Bryan was taking a break from stumping for
his third bid for the White House. 
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The train stopped at Rollinsville to pick up a
helper locomotive for the climb over Corona Pass. A
private car with a porter also joined the train. The
boys obviously did not think much of the "high muck -
ie mucks" who "strutted (about) with canes and big
cigars." One of the boys, Fred Lincoln, said he wished
he had his sling shot because he thought those high
hats needed a "ventilator."

The boys turned their attention to the sights as
the train wound its way up the Moffat Road. As they
passed Yankee Doodle Lake, they watched people ice
skating. At Corona Pass there were huge sheds to
shelter trains from the weather and a hotel. Everett
observed that, "Everyone who works… in the long
sheds eats smoke and gas. A cold wind whistles thru
the openings…not a tree in sight." They stopped long
enough to unhitch the helper locomotive and have
the obligatory snowball fight.

Everett was not impressed when he got off the
train in Granby. He called it "a one horse town stuck
in the barren hills." After traveling the last four
miles to camp, they started from scratch setting up
tents and gathering pine bows for mattresses. Dishes
and dirty bodies were washed in a nearby irrigation
ditch. Everett complained, "Part of the time we drink
river water and the rest of the time we drink mud."

The boys subsisted on ham, bacon, crackers, dry
bread, tomatoes and trout until the cook, Mister
"Gullion" arrived. Hersey had prepared the boys for
his arrival telling them Gullion's "apple pie and
turnovers out of a skillet was tops." 

The affable black man claimed to have invented
Gullion stew that was standard fare on cattle drives,
ships and in mining camps. Gullion also claimed to
have cooked on Texas cattle drives and lived with
Indians including Ouray himself. He even told the
boys he knew the location of a secret gold mine.
Everett said, "I liked to listen to his tales, even if
TALL."

Cooks often filled in as camp doctors. Gullion was
no different. When Fred Lincoln came down with a
fever, Gullion sent the other boys to pick a baking
powder can full of sage leaves from which he brewed
tea. He removed ticks and treated other illnesses and
injuries with "Indian herbs."

After two days of hard labor, the five boys were
joined by the rest of the campers on June 26. Each
boy paid $10 for a ten day session including train
fare from Denver. There was a $4 discount for boys
attending both sessions. 

The "official" camp uniform was a blue flannel
shirt, khaki pants, and tan leggings. The blankets
were tightly rolled and roped. Everything else was
packed in "a large denim bag with drawstring."

Camp rules were few and simple: no firearms, no
swearing, no tobacco and stay away from open water
without supervision. During their stay, campers com -
peted for a Camp Chief Ouray emblem. To win it,
boys competed in: athletics, service to fellow campers,
nature study, Bible study, Indian archaeology, moun -
tain climbing and campfire entertainment. 

Arriving campers were assigned seven to a tent
under the supervision of an adult leader. They
cooked and ate in a tent nicknamed the "Big Top." In
military fashion, there was daily tent inspection with
the winning tent receiving bragging rights and a sign
to hang outside.

The typical day began with reveille and flag rais -
ing at 6:30 a.m. followed by Bible study. Breakfast
was at 7:30. Mornings were occupied with various
sports. After lunch, hikes, fishing, nature study and
photography filled the afternoon hours. Dr. Hersey
used the natural surroundings like a giant classroom.
Everett wrote home to his parents recounting finding
bird nests and watching baby beavers.

Evenings found campers sitting around the camp -
fire. Everett said the mosquitoes were so bad that he
"couldn't breath." Supposedly, the smoke from the
fire would hold the insects at bay, but Everett said
the fire gave off just enough light for the mosquitoes
to find them.

One night, Hersey entertained the campers
around the campfire with stories about his old Indian
friend, Ouray.  He told the boys how the Utes
camped on the flat just below Camp, hunting buffalo
and trying to steal Arapahoe women. Everett remem -
bered, "That story got the boys excited. (Later that
night,) a boy in tent 2 said he heard a noise and said
he saw an Indian ready to scalp him. He sure did
scream. We did not go to sleep for a long time."

The July 9, 1908 issue of the "Denver Young
Men" said campers celebrated the 4th of July "with
proper ceremonies and festivities, including ice
cream..., to say nothing of the athletic stunts, consist -
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ing of track events, climbing the greased pole and
catching the greased pig."  Every boy seemingly car -
ried a "liberal allowance of fire works" for the
evening display.

One of the special outings planned for the
campers was a fourteen mile hike to Grand Lake.
After arriving, the boys slept on the second floor of a
dance hall with nothing between them and the pine
floor but their blankets. The next day, Mr. Hersey
rented a rowboat which the boys took turns rowing
around Grand Lake until they wore blisters into their
palms. 

After a second night on the hard floor, they
walked fourteen miles back to Camp. Part of the way
the boys were required to form "squads and had to
march just so." As the first camp session ended, some
of the campers went home and were replaced with
"greenhorns." The newcomers were subject to all
manner of pranks and jokes including a late night
"snipe hunt."

Included with the Sutton manuscript was a cover
letter written by a family member to an acquaintance
at the Historical Society. It said that in 1973, Everett
Sutton's great-grandson attended Camp Chief Ouray.
He brought with him photographs of 1908 to share
with fellow campers.

A stab at tracking him down reached a dead end.
We're going to make a concerted effort next winter.
Maybe something will turn up on a second trek down
that path.

CCO Campers for a Day

Since neither of us ever attended a resident camp
as youths, we knew it was impossible to write about
CCO without getting dirty. Consequently, we asked
camp Director Marty Ferguson if we could play
campers for a day. 

We arrived at camp on July 7 and were assigned
to counselor Paula Creevy and her eight girls. The
day started with a noisy breakfast served family
style in Chipeta Dining Hall. The din was absolutely

painful on our over 50
year-old ears. After KP,
the girls went back to
their cabin where they
grabbed packs and set
off for morning activi -
ties.

We visited the sta -
bles where one group of
girls attending riding
camp curried their hors -
es in preparation for a
trail ride. The girls
were like pilots "pre-
flighting" their mounts
as they inspected
hooves and equipment. This hands on care of their
steeds, is a long standing tradition at CCO.

Other groups of campers were boarding a bus for
a day of rafting on the Colorado River. Still others
were going hiking or off to the rifle or archery ranges.
Some campers were not even at camp. They were off
on multi-day backpacking and mountain bike adven -
tures.

What at first appeared to be uncontrolled mass
chaos was in actuality decidedly structured, closely
supervised and well orchestrated chaos. Everybody
knew what they were doing and where they were
going except us! 

The thing that struck us most about CCO was the
sense of community and tradition. Marty told us that
70% of the campers are returnees and 50% of the
counselors are former campers. Returning campers
longing to become camp counselors progress through
a highly structured multi-year program to become
role models themselves. First timers are quickly
brought into the family.

Before lunch, Jack decided to give the high ele -
ments course a try. The whole exercise is about trust
and overcoming personal limitations. You have to
trust the young adult who rigged you up, checked
your safety equipment and was on the other end of
the rope should you fall. You have to overcome your
own physical limitations and psychological "demons." 

First, Jack climbed a pole 40 feet in the air and
walk a horizontal pole for 15 feet. After being low -
ered to the ground, he went up another pole to a plat -
form attached to an 850 foot zip line stretched across
the Pole Creek valley. There is nothing like stepping
off a platform 50 feet in the air to get the old ticker
pumping or make it stop!

It took us several days to process and absorb
what we had witnessed in a few short hours. It all

Paula, left, and her girls.
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CCO boys on Grand Lake at night circa 1913.



boils down to one thing, the mission of the YMCA.
You want your children or grandchildren to learn the
Core Values of Caring , Honesty , Respect,
Responsibility and Faith ? Send them along with
1,800 other kids to CCO or any other YMCA resident
youth camp.

Grand Lake Ninety-Eight Years Later

Last fall we told you of the fine little adventure
we had locating the exact location of the 1907 YMCA
encampment. Mary and Tom Goodfellow, owners of
Grand Escape Cottages, allowed us to invade them
this July to dedicate a plaque commemorating the
founding of the YMCA of the Rockies.

There are three things that are a must at any
YMCA dedication: speeches, praying and eating.
Kent Meyer took care of the first part reciting his
now memorized litany of our founding. Lulie talked

about plans for the YMCA of the Rockies centennial.
Estes Park Center Chaplin Bill Huth took care of the
second part. Everyone’s remarks were hurried along
by ominous clouds and bolts of lightning. Then every -
body munched on cookies brought over from Estes
Park. 

This gathering not only served to commemorate
our founding in 1907, it was the official kick-off of the
YMCA's centennial. We owe special thanks to
Barbara and Neil Fiala who provided funding for the
plaque. Thanks also to Mary and Tom Goodfellow for
their help and cooperation in placing the plaque on
their property.

Centennial Book Update

This time last year we had just returned from our
research trip to the YMCA archives in Minnesota. All
through the winter we called our work in progress,
"the book." Finally, Lulie and Kent came up with a
title: YMCA of the Rockies: Reflections, Traditions
and Vision .

Last fall we roughed out a writing and publica -
tion schedule and managed to stick to it until mid-
June when we quickly realized that summer at the Y
and writing a book were not compatible. We'd hoped
to finish the first draft for our editors by September.
Right now we're probably a full month behind.

Our volunteer editors have finished chewing on
the book through 1980. Some were overly kind in
their editing while others pillaged our prose with
hobnail boots. 

The final 25 years are the hardest to write since
most everyone is still around to look over our shoul -
der. It is amazing how people perceive events differ -
ently. 

The design of the publication was left to a profes -
sional. The book size is 9" by 16" when open. We
choose those dimensions to make it manageable
while reading but give the appearance of a coffee
table publication. It will be about 300 pages with
150-175 images mostly in color!

The retail cost is projected in the $21.95 to $23.95
range. A special limited edition of 500 hardbound
copies with dust jacket will sell for around $50. Those
of you receiving Museum Musings will have an
opportunity to order advance copies of both the soft
and hardbound edition. Look for order forms in the
spring edition. Publication date is between Memorial
Day and July 1, 2006.

“Hey girls, would you please scratch my ears?”
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Last Chance to Send in Your Recipes
for Centennial Cookbook!

This summer the cookbook committee composed
of Eileen Stone, Shirley Burgher, Carolyn Thomas
and Dee Willome collected a little over 100 recipes.
To make the cookbook work we need a minimum of
300. There were some tasty sounding submissions.
One that caught everyone's attention was a recipe for
dog biscuits accompanied by a picture of the pooch!

Remember that we are looking for all types of
recipes including trail snacks, appetizers, beverages,
entrees, vegetables, soups, casseroles, breads and
deserts. These can be a Y-camp favorite or just one of
your favorite family recipes. Remember, we are espe -
cially looking for foods that can be prepared with lim -
ited resources found in a YMCA cabin or while camp -
ing.

Each time you submit a recipe we will put your
name into a "hat." The committee will draw names
for some special prizes including a beautiful hand -
made apron by Dee Willome.

Mail, fax or email your recipes to:
Dee Willome 
PO Box 1138
Borne, TX 78006 
Fax: 815-550-5774
email: YMCA_Cookbook@earthlink.net

To personalize the cookbook, we also want your
photographs of family or friends enjoying yourselves,
preferably with food in their mouths! We will scan
your originals and promptly return them, or scan
them yourself at 300 dpi, RGB, tiff. 

Send photographs to:
Dorsey Museum
PO Box 20550
Estes Park, CO 80511
email: jmelton@ymcarockies.org
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2007 YMCA Centennial Cookbook

Recipe Title: Number of servings:
Ingredients: Recommended Abreviations: c,tsp, Tbsp, pkg, qt, pt

Directions:

Submitted By: 
telephone and/or email (in case we need to contact you): 
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