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View From the Museum Porch

In August 1984,
summer staffer Trina
Knox asked if she
could write a newslet -
ter for the Dorsey
Museum. She typed it
on our Apple IIe com -
puter and ran it off on
the Program

Department's mimeograph. That first newsletter was
printed on a single legal-size page and hand
addressed.

That first publication was simply titled The Lula
W. Dorsey Museum Newsletter . While much has
changed over the years, some things have remained
the same. Topics in that edition included critters,
staff alumni news, publication of the The Blue Mist
and other tidbits. We also bragged that the museum's
endowment had reached an initial goal of $5,000.

Through the years, this publication has undergone
many format changes and facelifts. This edition
marks another milestone in the evolution of the
newsletter. We have decided to expand the page
count. Economy of scale allows us to provide a better
product at little increase in cost. 

We relished September's quieter days after the
busiest summer in many years at the museum. Fall
always brings mixed emotions. Our many friends and
seasonal coworkers have left, but we finally found
time to dig through a several month backlog of items
shoved aside last spring as we made the final push to

publish YMCA of the Rockies - Reflections,
Traditions and Vision . We'll tell you more about
that marathon later on.

In the spring edition, we reported that our snow
pack was at near normal levels. That changed very
quickly as the snow pack melted due to an abnormal -
ly hot and dry May and June. This prompted open
fire restrictions as wildfires began popping up around
the state.

Just as things were looking bleak, monsoon mois -
ture made an appearance just after the Fourth of
July. Temperatures moderated as moisture laden
clouds filled the sky. Day after day, prognosticators
predicted a 40-60% chance of rain. That also meant a
40-60% chance of no rain, and we were on the wrong
side of the odds. At the end of  July, the rain finally
came; however, Estes Park has only received about
one-third of the average annual precipitation.

Back in the "old" days, the clouds would come
down around the end of August and the mountains
would receive their first dusting of snow. In recent
years, that pattern has all but disappeared. This past
August 27, a cold front blew through and ice forced
the closure of Trail Ridge Road for twenty-four hours. 

The storm swept eastward leaving clear skies. On
August 29, we awoke to temperatures in the upper
20s. Rooftops were heavily coated in frost and the
museum birdbath had a skim of ice. Another storm
hit in mid-September. This one turned the mountains

white and closed
Trail Ridge for a
couple of days.
As the clouds
parted, the snow
line was visible
just above the Y
grounds. This
storm was imme -
diately followed
by two more.
While the sea -
sonal colors of

the grasses and aspen trees are for-the-most-part
triggered by waning daylight, the cool temperatures
brought the colors on a little earlier than usual. The
fall colors invite us to take a leisurely hike but also
remind us the cold, dark days of winter are just
around the corner.

The cool weather seemed to really stir up the bull
elk. We enjoy watching the pecking order of the bulls.
There are several very large dominant bulls that we
learn to identify by their bugle. Then there are bulls
that, while mature, are kept on the fringes. All they
can do is stand on the periphery of the herd and bel -
low in frustration. We call them “wannabes.”
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Last in the pecking order are the “bullettes.”
These spike bulls are like thirteen year-old boys.
Their hormones are flowing, but they have no clue
what they are supposed to do. Even the cows chase
them off. These guys are left to spar with each other
on the very outer fringes of the herd.

The dry spring and early summer had a profound
effect on the birds as populations shifted to less dry
climes. We talked with local birder Scott Rashid who
rattled off a number of species that were either total -
ly absent from Estes Park or substantially dimin -
ished in numbers.

We saw nearly all of our regular species at the
museum, but they were fewer in number. Sunflower
seed consumption at the museum's feeder dropped by
over 50%. One bird that we did see in abundance this
year were morning doves. There have always been a
few around, but not like this year. Their distinctive
cooing heard just before sunset reminded us of our
childhood in Texas.

The tree swallows laid claim to the museum nest -
ing box, fighting off repeated attempts by trespassing
bluebirds and wrens. After the young swallows
hatched, we saw a magpie stick its head in the box
and make a meal of one of the young swallows.
Sometimes nature just isn't warm and fuzzy. It is
just downright ugly.

While hiking with friends to Ptarmigan Tarns
above Lake Helene, the group saw a male spruce
grouse. His tail feathers were fanned out like a
turkey, and his throat was puffed out displaying his
red neck sack. He strutted around the trail, drum -
ming his low pitched mating call. This one lived up to
the species nickname, "fool hen," by its total oblivi -
ousness to our presence. We read that they really do
taste like chicken.

The museum did raise a bumper crop of Abert
squirrels which hung around due to a supply of
peanuts, courtesy of museum staffer Pat Reineke.
They provide much enjoyment for everyone as they

scampered and chat -
tered in the big pine
tree beside the muse -
um.

Another interesting
observation in critter
behavior was the large
number of bees and yel -
low jackets around the
Y this summer. The
camp nurse reported
treating a large number
of stings. Pat Reineke
was among the victims
after she inadvertently
grabbed a yellow jacket
while taking down the
flag at the museum. For
a couple of days her
hand looked like a box -
ing glove.

Every several years
we have the right mix of conditions that bring about
what locals call a "pinecone year." We must say that
2006 produced the largest crop of pinecones we've
ever seen. There were so many that we checked on
eBay to see if there was a market for fresh pinecones.
Unfortunately, there wasn't.

As Centennial Coordinator, Lulie is now in count -
down mode. She has a twelve page spreadsheet wor -
thy of a NASA launch director. Hundreds of details
require her attention or assignment to others for
action.

The rehabilitation of Mountainside is drawing to a
close. As with any construction project, there are a
few loose ends for the general contractor to tie up.
The furniture for the living room and dining room
arrived on June 21. We'll share more with you later
on in this newsletter.

Also in this edition, we'll unveil a museum spon -
sored project involving a life-sized bronze statue to
celebrate the centennial and the Y's centennial cook -
book, Woodstoves to Microwaves .

Guess it is time to end our personal ramblings. We
appreciate your many kind words and your financial
support of not only our efforts of preserving your Y
history but your support of the upcoming centennial.
Be sure to come see us if you are in the neighbor -
hood.
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Museum seasonal staffer Jean Shelby
disposes of another load of pinecones.

Sparring “Bullettes.” 



YMCA “Kids”
Celebrate 100 Years of Service

Those of you who visited the Estes Park Center
this past summer need no introduction to the "YMCA
Kids," but please bear with us as we bring the rest of
our readers up to speed.

Back in mid-2005, Vice President Jerry Donner,
Marketing Director Laurie VanHorn and Centennial
Coordinator Lulie Melton were meeting to discuss
centennial souvenirs. Among other items, Lulie sug -
gested a limited edition statue. As the conversation
progressed, Laurie had the idea to create a statue
with four children spelling out YMCA with their
arms. Then Lulie suggested they should be dressed
in clothes spanning the century of service to mankind
by the YMCA of the Rockies. 

As luck had it, Laurie had been high school pals
with Maggie DeDecker who is the sister and business
manager for world renowned sculptor, Jane
DeDecker. Lulie also had a connection with the
DeDecker sisters who had visited her school to talk
to students about sculpting.

When Jane saw the conceptual drawing, she fell in
love with it. She immediately connected with it since
she uses her own children, nieces and nephews as
models for her sculptures. Jane saw the YMCA's
Mission as the perfect fit with her art that embraces
her love of children.

A couple of months later, we saw a small wax con -
cept. Everybody who saw the YMCA Kids, as they
quickly became known, fell in love with them. The
kids instantly became the iconic symbol for the cen -
tennial celebration. So captivating was the concept
that staff began envisioning not just a limited edition
miniature but the possibility of a life-size sculpture
at the Estes Park Center.

Staff learned that a patron of a Texas YMCA had
seen a prototype at Jane's studio and decided their Y
should have a life-size bronze of the kids. That did it.
We couldn't have another Y be the first to have "our
kids.”

A meeting was called to find a way to make the
$60,000 life-size bronze a reality for the YMCA of the
Rockies. With budgets stretched to the limit, there
was only one funding source, the Dorsey Museum.
That isn't as bad as it sounds. Since the Kids were
the brainchild of the YMCA of the Rockies, the muse -
um receives $5,000 every time a large sculpture is
commissioned.

In June, Betty and Kent Meyer and the Meltons
took a field trip to Loveland to inspect the life-size
clay model. We instantly broke into big smiles when
Maggie DeDecker opened the door to the studio. We
imagined future generations of children crawling
around and through the YMCA Kids.

The limited edition Kids made their debut at the
spring Board of Directors meeting where they were
well received. In July, the YMCA Kids traveled to
Nashville, Tennessee, to the YMCA National
Assembly. Several YMCAs expressed interest in the
small version for use as donor recognition pieces. For
each one sold in that manner, the museum receives
$35. There was also interest expressed by several Ys
in life-size sculptures. This could actually turn out to
be a pretty good investment by the Dorsey Museum.

The precise location of the sculpture is yet to be
determined. There is general agreement that it will
be somewhere in front of the Administration Building
or Walnut Room. The final location will be deter -
mined by the new master site plan.

We thank all of you who supported the museum's
2006 annual appeal and making this YMCA of the
Rockies signature piece a reality for the centennial.
We especially thank Cherry and Peter Treleaven who
made a generous gift to the museum earmarked for
the life-size bronze. 

The limited edition YMCA Kids is executed in
pewter with an applied bronze patina. It is 7" wide
and 6" tall. The 250 pieces are numbered and signed.
The price is $125. This makes the perfect Christmas
present for that special Y person even if it is you!
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Hammin’ it up with the “Kids.”



The Final Chapter

In our last visit, we began the newsletter by
telling you that we were at 30,000 feet on our way to
Mexico to celebrate completing the first draft of the
centennial book. What we thought was a light at the
end of the tunnel was only the headlight of a freight
train speeding in our direction. Our return from
vacation marked the beginning of nearly three
months of fifty to sixty hour workweeks.

We delivered the manuscript and copies of the 340
images to the book designer. Then a preliminary copy

was delivered to the editor and indexer. After multi -
ple reads from our volunteer editors, we thought the
manuscript was clean, but she found some glaring
errors and inconsistencies.  

In the meantime, we were working with the print -
er on the images. We labeled each one for position in
the book and sent them in for scanning and cropping.
Color, contrast and brightness were also tweaked. We
rejected one-third of the color proofs on the first go-
round. Some required three proofs before they were
acceptable. To stay on schedule, we had twenty-four
hours to return the proofs. One time, Lulie literally
stopped the UPS driver as he drove away.

We continued to tweak the text and make correc -
tions. Just as everything was starting to come togeth -
er, our designer had a death in her family. Our
friends Gary Dill and Alex Ho at Photos by Dill
stepped in to finish the final image processing to
keep the book on schedule. 

Producing the cover
gave us some last-
minute heart palpita -
tions. Lulie found just
the right photograph
taken from the Ad
Building in 1910 show -
ing Mt. Ypsilon and
tents around the circle.
Jack scanned it and
gave it to hand colorist,
Cheryl Pennington.
When we got the cover
proof back, Jack realized he had made a major boo-
boo. When the art was enlarged to the cover size
after coloring, it looked horrible.

With the press date looming, Jack rescanned the
original photograph at 110% of the finished cover and
gave it back to Cheryl for coloring. This whole
process consumed only 72 hours. When shrunk 10%
by the printer, her art looked great; and we gave a
big sigh of relief.

Finally on May 15, everything was sent off to
Altona, Manitoba, Canada. Then the wait began…
About June 1, we were notified that the book would
arrive on June 26. We whined piteously telling the
printer we had scheduled a book signing for June 23.
They rescheduled delivery for the 22nd. 

We jokingly likened writing the book to giving
birth. Our "pregnancy" lasted twenty months and
when the "baby" was delivered it weighed 9,823
pounds! Buildings and Grounds helped with the
delivery by hand trucking and stacking all 129 cases
of books into museum storage under the Longhouse.
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YMCA Cookbook Arrives

After two years of planning, gathering
recipes and taste testing, the Y's cookbook
Woodstoves to Microwaves is ready for

delivery. The Y
owes a hearty
thanks to the cook -
book committee
who volunteered
many hours for this
publication. In late
August, we watched
as the Y's "cook-
book ladies" put in
some long hours
finalizing the book.
We had to chuckle
to ourselves as they
sweated over the

details much as we had done with our own
book a few months earlier.

The cookbook is divided into: appetizers
and beverages; soups and salads; vegetables
and side dishes; main dishes; breads and
rolls; desserts; cookies and candy; and this
and that  There are 397 total recipes on 225
pages. The price is $16.95. Proceeds help
defray centennial celebration expenses. Don't
pass up our free shipping offer in time for
Christmas.

The Y’s “cookbook ladies” left to right: Eileen
Stone, Shirley Burgher, Carolyn Thomas and
Dee Willome.



The book immediately started selling like snow
cones at a Texas county fair on the Fourth of July.
Over three hundred and fifty of the five hundred
hard cover books are already sold and over five hun -
dred soft covers have found new homes.

While our names appear on the cover, this publica -
tion was truly a team effort. It took a vast and varied
group of YMCA coworkers, volunteers, friends, public
institutions and subcontractors to make it a reality. 

Most of all, we want to thank President/CEO Kent
Meyer for giving us the opportunity to write and pro -
duce the book. He continually challenged us to sur -
pass our dreams for this work.

We already know of several mistakes. Some are
historical and others are grammatical. They await
correction in the next edition sometime far, far into
the future.

Have We Got a Christmas
Deal For You!

We know that Christmas shopping is a real pain
especially when the person you are shopping for has
everything. To ease your pain we are offering free
shipping on YMCA of the Rockies - Reflections,
Traditions and Vision , the YMCA Kids statue,
The Trail Through Time posters and fine art
prints, the Woodstoves Stoves to Microwaves cook-
book and YMCA 2007 calendar. See the order form at
the end of this newsletter. 

Celebrating of the Y's Rustic Cabins

This fall, the first of thirty-seven Rustic cabins is
scheduled for replacement. Many long-time Y mem -
bers fondly remember staying in the Rustic two-bed -
room cabin with their young children. Now, their
children and even their grand-children are staying in
the same cabins. These simple cabins have played an
important role in the Mission of the YMCA of the
Rockies by providing affordable accommodations for
families.

When the Y began meeting with EDAW last year
to craft a master site plan for the Estes Park Center,
numerous topics were discussed. Among them was
the need to replace the Rustic cabins which were
built between 1910 and 1923.  

Everyone agreed that one of the Y's most impor -
tant assets was a sense of familiarity that members
feel as they return year after year. As the topic was
discussed, staff recalled the debacle of taking out the
Rustic Room when the Administration Building was
remodeled in 1993-94. 

To maintain a sense of sameness for our members,
the Y has created a new "Rustic" cabin design. The
goal was to build a cabin so familiar that someone
might drive by it without realizing the cabin was
new. Staff all agreed that a second requirement was
that the replacements rent for the same price as the
existing Rustic cabins. Now, enjoy the ninety-six year
story of the Y's Rustic cabins.

In 1910, the Y built six tent cabins. They were
nothing more than a raised wood platform with can -
vas walls and a shingle roof.  The door was a simple
canvas flap. These were rented to families when not
in use by the YMCA summer school. In 1914, the
Board of Directors began a multi-year debate over
building housekeeping cabins which included cooking
facilities. 
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The new “rustic” Y cabin.



In the meantime, new tent cabins were construct -
ed while the original six received their first remodel -
ing.  The new standard was half-wood exterior walls.
Windows were screen with roll up canvas "windows."
The interior was divided into four rooms sleeping two
persons. Each room had its own entrance. 

The ever progressive A.A. Hyde loaned money to
the YMCA at favorable terms to erect three house -
keeping cottages. The next year, Gus Bilheimer
reported the three cottages had generated $180 in
income. He went on to say:

Our experience with these furnished cottages this year
leads me to believe that it would be desirable for us to
increase the number. We could undoubtedly rent
many more… In addition, the tenants in these cot -
tages would constitute a desirable constituency... 

As we read Bilheimer's statement in the Board of
Directors' minutes, we were struck by his prophetic
view of the coming decades.

By 1919, a substantial number of cabins were con -
verted to housekeeping cabins. That year, manage -
ment reported that eleven were rented for the entire
season and six for substantial periods. This was in
spite of the fact that rates were raised to the astro -
nomical sum of $150 for the entire summer (60 day
season)! To put that in perspective, the average man -
ufacturing job in 1919 paid $.47 per hour or $1,175
per year based on 250 working days. 

In 1928, Heather, Arbutus, Bittersweet, Laurel
and Barberry cabins were improved with glass win -
dows and flush toilets. Four years later, 15 more cab -
ins were likewise upgraded.

The Great Depression put an end to upgrading
cabins. It was not until just before World War II that
all the cabins received upper wood walls and glass
windows. 

The post World War II baby boom caused unprece -
dented demand for cabins. Consequently, the Y
began to modernize the little rustic cabins yet again.
This is when the familiar knotty pine paneling was
put in. 

The 1988 cabin adoption program breathed new
life into the Rustic cabins as donors funded their
rehabilitation. However, the basic structural framing
of the cabins is original from their construction date.
When we moved old Lupine cabin to the museum in
1995, we learned firsthand how much rotten wood
these old cabins contained. It took pieces from four
additional cabins to restore the exterior walls. 

While the Y's rustic cabins are still serviceable,
they have long surpassed their prime. It isn't fiscally
responsible to continue spending contributed funds
remodeling them or operational funds maintaining
them. Only twelve of the thirty-seven Rustic cabins
are currently winterized. Demand for them in late
September, October, Thanksgiving, Christmas and
spring far exceeds supply. By eventually replacing all
the existing Rustic cabins with winterized ones, the
Y will serve even more families.

This past summer, one of the Y's patrons took the
lead and donated funds to replace the first Rustic to
show others the way for serving future generations.
Hopefully, in the spring edition we can show you
some pictures of the new Tonkawa.

Mountainside Lodge Rehabilitation
Almost Complete

Gregg Construction has only a few items left on
the punch list. Buildings and Grounds is currently
working on the final cleanup and grading. What a
difference eighteen months makes!
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Early housekeeping cabin: Cabin 3 (one of the original 6).

Hyde family enjoys their tent cabin, 1910.

4 room sleeping cabin, Cabin 10 (now Raton).



Two years ago, a friend told Lulie about a mom
and pop cottage industry that builds rustic furniture
similar to the furniture originally in the Lodge. She
received permission to furnish the main level with
the furniture. Working with the Y's interior designer
and Center Manager Gary Van Horn, they selected
furniture and upholstrey.

When Buildings and Grounds unloaded the furni -
ture on June 21, everyone was amazed by its con -
struction and attractiveness. Before the truck was
unloaded we heard someone ask, "Is the Y going to
use the same furniture in the bedrooms?" It didn't
take long to reach a unanimous decision.

Before the bedroom furniture was ordered, staff
had to decide on bed configurations and furniture
placement which was harder that it might seem.
Everybody, including us, had opinions. The furniture
is scheduled for delivery in time for a late May
reopening of Mountainside.

This winter we get to have some real fun decorat -
ing the Lodge. The Y wants to give guests a feel for
the historical significance of Mountainside. Jack will
assemble a three-ring binder tracing the history of

the Lodge and its historical significance and recent
rehabilitation. A display with a timeline and biogra -
phical information about John Timothy Stone will
hang in the dining room. Scattered throughout the
building, historic photographs of the Lodge will add
to the atmosphere.

For many years, families would go out into the for -
est surrounding Mountainside Lodge and look for a
rock upon which they would paint a commemoration
of their reunion. Some were works of art while others
were simple. When the rehabilitation began, work -
man carefully removed the rocks and put them into
storage. 

While writing this newsletter, Jack went up to
Mountainside and grabbed the easiest rock to get to
and brought it to the museum for photographing.
Then a light bulb lit in his noggin. He remembered
seeing some family reunion photographs taken at
Mountainside. On a long shot, he looked through a
box and matched up the Samuelson family and its
rock. These artifacts will help families feel a part of
the long traditions of Mountainside Lodge.
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Conversation area in Mountainside’s living room.



During tours of the Lodge this past summer,
someone suggested hanging a map of Rocky
Mountain National Park with a "you are here label"
to orient guests to their surroundings. Some of Scott
Pope's posters of wildlife and local scenery will pro -
vide a modern touch. 

These historic and artistic touches are funded
through the 2006 and 2007 Lula W. Dorsey Museum
Annual Appeal. All of you who have made contribu -
tions to the museum are directly sharing in fulfilling
the Y's mission of serving families.

Throughout this long rehabilitation process, there
have been many poignant events, each one building
upon the other. Next summer, it will reach a crescen -
do as the first family reunion arrives in June and as
the Y family gathers for the dedication of The John
Timothy Stone Mountainside Christian Faith and
Life Center in July.

Smokey the Bear
Returns to Estes Park

During the 1960s
and 70s, Smokey the
Bear stood in the field
across from the
Administration
Building. Beside
Smokey was a cutout
where people could
pose with this famous
bear. Smokey was a
special favorite of
teenagers. 

Smokey the Bear is one of the most recognizable
American icons. It was created during World War II
when experienced firefighters and other able-bodied
men were in the Armed Services. The Forest Service
organized the Cooperative Forest Fire Prevention
Campaign with the help of the Wartime Advertising
Council. A nationwide advertising campaign con -
vinced Americans that prevention of forest fires
would help win the war.

This summer,
Smokey made a reap-
pearance at both the
Estes Park Center and
Snow Mountain Ranch
to once again remind
guests and staff of the
dangers of forest fires.
So, here is a question for you keepers of the collective
memory of the YMCA of the Rockies. Can any of you
remember when the old Smokey disappeared from
Estes Park or what happened to it?

Historic Markers T ell Y's
Hundred-Y ear Story

This past winter, the centennial planning commit -
tee decided that the YMCA should place historic
markers on important buildings and sites at Snow
Mountain Ranch and Estes Park Center. Doesn't
take a genius level IQ to figure out which donkey
that tail got pinned on. We immediately rattled off
several sites at Estes and asked coworkers at Snow
Mountain Ranch to brainstorm a list.

At Estes Park, the committee approved seventeen
buildings and sites. They are Lower Hyde Cabin,
Purple Finch Cabin, Hyde Chapel, Administration
Building, Walnut Dining Room, Dorsey Museum,
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Scott Engleman, Lulie Cox and Jack
Tucker ham it up with Smokey, 1970.

Guess who, 38 years later?

Staff Alumni Reunion Update

If you want to own one of the nifty YMCA
staff alumni pins pictured here, all you have

to do is attend the reunion
at Estes Park Center or
Snow Mountain Ranch. By
now, all staff alumni who
responded to the Y's mail -
ings should have been con -
tacted either by email or

snail mail with registration and reservation
information. 

After December 1, lodge rooms not rented
for the staff reunion will be released back to
the Group Sales office. While they will not be
filled immediately, don't wait till spring
thinking you can get a room.

If you want to attend either reunion and
haven't received a registration form, email us
at LMelton@ymcarockies.org . We'll send you
the form via return email. If you need a snail
mail copy, give us a call at 970-586-3341 x
1231. 

Day trippers from the surrounding area
also must register so we can plan for meals
and activities. Contact us for a schedule of
events if you need help in planning your visit. 

The staff reunion committee has met sev -
eral times, and everyone is excited about see -
ing you return to the Y. Don't procrastinate.
See you in June!



Mariposa Cabin, Cedar Cabin, Fellowship Cabin,
Friendship, Bible Point, site of the original Wind
River Lodge, Mountainside Lodge, Women's Building,
Texas Cottage, Maude Jellison Library, and Order of
Ypsilon site.

The Snow Mountain Ranch team came up with fif -
teen buildings and sites. The are the Gold Mine, Just
Ranch, Piano Meadow, Columbine Point, Camp Chief
Ouray, Rowley Homestead, Acord Ranch site,
Whispering Pines Chapel, Program Building, Adams
Camp, Administration Building - Pinewood Lodge,
Nordic Center, the old Program Building, and
Biathlon Range.

After discussing the plaques, the group decided
they should serve a dual purpose. They would have
enough information so that the casual passerby could
comprehend the importance of the site or building
and its relationship to the YMCA of the Rockies. In
addition, a printed booklet with map and in-depth
information will facilitate a self-guided interpretive
tour.

This past summer, Lulie introduced Y members to
this centennial project at the Tuesday morning gath -
erings at the museum. Our coworkers at Snow
Mountain Ranch likewise talked-up the plaques.

Before mid-summer, all the plaques at Estes Park
were funded by donors. The first batch of plaques
have already arrived, and they look great.  At Snow
Mountain Ranch, four sites/buildings remain avail -
able. They are the present Program Building which
was once the laundry and later the vehicle mainte -
nance building, the Nordic Center at Camp Chief
Ouray, the Biathlon Range, and the Rowley
Homestead and Museum.

All the plaques should be in place by June 1. The
booklets will be on hand at the Program office at both
Estes Park Center and Snow Mountain Ranch.
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Centennial Week Update

Centennial planning meetings are now
taking on a sense of urgency. Lulie vacillates
between confidence
and sheer panic
depending on the
day and subject. Her
state isn't helped
when friends say
something like, "I
bet next summer is
going to be a busy one for you!" or "Do you
have all the centennial plans in place yet?"
Bad as it gets sometimes, no one has heard
her say, "I wish I were still teaching."

Jokes aside, Lulie and her coworkers are
making some real progress. The Grand Lake
Historical Society is helping with the plans
for our Grand Lake evening on July 15. 

The YMCA will bury a time capsule to be
opened in 50 years. Look for details on how
you can participate in the spring edition.
Jack has learned that there is a whole indus -
try developed around time capsules. 

One big stumbling block was how our
YMCA of the Rockies evening program on
July 19th would look. Enter Rich Dixon. He
is a musician and talented song writer who
works in Estes Park Center Food Service. He
has rewritten the music for the Camp Hymn
which will be performed that evening. Rich
has written what we are calling a pageant for
lack of a better description. It is going to be a
truly memorable evening.

It is also time to start thinking about get -
ting in shape if you are planning on partici -
pating in the reenactment hike from Grand
Lake to Estes Park. If walking 25 miles
doesn't sound like something you want to
participate in, you can join us and walk up
from the Estes Park side to meet the hikers
at the summit of Flattop. We have two
options for couch potatoes. You can greet the
hikers at Bear Lake or line up along
Mountainside Drive as the hikers make their
way to the Hempel Auditorium parking lot
for a cookout.

Many details for the centennial week are
yet to be worked out. You will get a full run-
down of events, times and instructions for
registering  for the across the Divide or
Flattop hike in the next Museum Musings .



From Candlesticks to 
Compact Florescent Lamps

Back in 2003 when the museum was remodeled,
we added pods to existing track lights and installed
additional tracks to eliminate low light areas. This
solved our initial problem but created another. The
sixty-three lights at sixty-five watts each created so
much heat that the upstairs became unbearable.

We added roof vents to ventilate the attic and
finally had to open doors and windows for ventila -
tion. The dust and critters were not good for the arti -
facts or employees. We even had to put a small air
conditioning unit in our office.

Knowing that compact florescent bulbs generated
less heat because they consume less energy, Jack

asked Eldon Kifer in
Buildings and Grounds
for help. Compact flo -
rescent lamps (CFL)
just happened to be
one of Eldon's favorite
subjects. He told Jack
that there were flores -
cent replacements for
most of our applica -
tions, but florescent
track light bulbs were
just over the horizon.

While awaiting
arrival of replacement
bulbs for the track
lights, Jack decided to
install CFLs in the
museum's storage
areas. In an upstairs
closet, he discovered a
long-forgotten Coleman
lantern. This got the

wheels turning leading
us to write the following story.

When the Western Conference of the YMCA
(YMCA of the Rockies) purchased the Wind River
Lodge from the Estes Park Land and Investment
Company in March 1909, an inventory of property
was included in the bill of sale. While the Lodge had
hot and cold running water and telephone, neither it
nor the rest of the Estes Valley had electricity. Listed
among iron beds, dishes and horses are eight candle -
sticks and twenty-five lamps and chimneys.

In 1910, the YMCA constructed its first new build -
ing, the Administration Building. The first two years
it was lit by large brass kerosene lanterns hanging
from the ceiling. The rather dim yellow light provid -
ed minimal illumination for nighttime activities.

A major evolutionary step in lighting occurred
when A.A. Hyde introduced fellow Wichita, Kansas
businessman W. C. Coleman to the YMCA. If you've
ever camped out or fished, that name certainly rings
a bell with you.

The camping lantern for which he is famous was
an invention born out of necessity. Coleman's eye -
sight was so poor that he sometimes had to have col -
lege classmates read aloud to him. In an Alabama
drugstore, he discovered a new type of lamp that put
out such a bright, white light he could even read the
label on medicine bottles. It had a mantel rather
than a wick and used pressurized gasoline as
opposed to kerosene.

In 1900, while attempting to replenish his funds to
finish law school, he began selling the lamps in
Kingfisher, Oklahoma. The next year, he acquired
the patents and inventory for the Efficient Lamp.
Coleman introduced a portable table lamp in 1909
that changed rural America. In 1914, the Coleman
Company began selling a 300 candlepower lamp that
provided light in a 100 yard radius

In 1902, Coleman relocated to Wichita, Kansas,
where he met A.A. Hyde. Coleman probably came to
the Y for the first time in 1909 or 1910. Short on cash
but with property to spare, the YMCA offered to
trade him land in exchange for a gas lighting system.

By 1911, Coleman installed large five-mantel ceil -
ing fixtures to light the Administration Building and
Dining Hall (Walnut Room). The lights were fed from
a central tank in the attics. He also provided portable
lanterns for use in the tents and cabins. 

In the meantime, F.O. Stanley built a hydroelec -
tric power plant on Fall River to power his new
Stanley Hotel opened in 1909. With surplus power he
lit the town of Estes Park.

In 1915, Executive Director Ira Lute told the
Board of Directors that power lines were a mere two-
hundred yards from the Y property. He received a bid
from the Albert Sechrist Manufacturing Company

Dorsey Museum’s Coleman lantern,
patent date May 13, 1919.
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Administration Building, 1911, with Coleman’s five-mantle fixture
over the east fireplace.



listing the total wattage needed
for the grounds at a mere 8,845
watts. A modern professional
hairdryer consumes 1,900
watts. So, five hairdryers would
have blown the camp's fuse!
After discussing the issue, the
Board tabled the issue of elec -
trifying the grounds.

By this time, Coleman's gas
lighting system was in dire
need of maintenance. Mr.
Coleman came to the rescue. In
1918, he arrived before camp
opened and at considerable per -
sonal expense put the gas light
system in "first-class working
condition."

Since connecting to the
Stanley Light and Power
Company grid was deemed too
expensive, the Board author -
ized purchase of a steam
engine and dynamo to produce
electricity in 1919. Initially,
only the Assembly Hall (Hyde
Chapel), Administration
Building, Dining Hall (Walnut
Room), kitchen and Wind River
Lodge were electrified. 

Tent cabins and staff hous -
ing were omitted to avoid "com -
plications of electric irons,
curlers, water heaters and
breakage ..." A couple of years
later, cabins received a single
light bulb on a drop cord in
each room.

With a major expansion in
the mid-1920s, the Y's generat -
ing system proved inadequate.
Consequently, the Y connected
to the Stanly power grid. The
Y's electrical plant was retained to provide backup
power for the main buildings during outages.

In 1937, the YMCA sold its generating system to
the Schneider Brewing Company in Trinidad,
Colorado, for $3,000. The sale included a boiler, 150
horsepower steam engine and 216 amp Westinghouse
generator. To put things into perspective, the electri -
cal service for a new home is a minimum of 200
amps. This generator was capable of lighting the
entire camp until the mid-1920s!

For 2006, the Y budgeted almost $500,000 for elec -
tricity at both centers. So, the potential financial sav -

ings by installing CFLs is significant. Eldon showed
Jack a proposal to replace 11,272 sixty watt and 970
ninety watt incandescent bulbs with compact flores -
cent lamps. The net savings in electricity at the Estes
Park Center was $277,644 per year. The energy sav -
ings would pay for replacing the bulbs in less than
five months. At the museum, replacing incandescent
track light bulbs with CFLs will save 3,150 watts of
electricity.

The only question we forgot to ask Eldon was how
he was planning to dispose of 12,000 incandescent
bulbs. 

12 - Fall 2006



Putting Pieces
of the

Historical Puzzle T ogether

When the Estes Park Center first opened, ice was
purchased from local suppliers. As the YMCA grew
during its first decade, ice became a major expense.
Consequently, the Y began to harvest ice from Wind
River. Soon the YMCA was producing more ice than
it needed. So, it began selling ice to others in the
Estes Park valley. During the 1940s and early 50s,
domestic consumption consumed the total output.

This past summer, former Y staffer Malcolm
Goodwin (1954-55) donated a photograph showing
college staff cutting ice on Dorsey Lake in December
1954. 

This was the last
winter ice was cut on
Dorsey Lake. The next
summer a number of
guests and staff fell ill
from contaminated ice. 

After Jack scanned
the photograph, he
brought it into
Photoshop for process-
ing. As a matter of
course, he always hits
the magnification icon
to see what details
might be hidden.

His curiosity was
rewarded when he
noticed that two of the
young men were using
ice saws. That is when
he remembered an
artifact in the muse -
um’s collection. 

In 1986, we were in
a storage area of the old Machinery Hall and
Housekeeping building. Looking up in the rafters,

Jack saw the teeth of a large saw. We borrowed a
ladder and retrieved an ice saw and a large two-man
bucksaw.

Malcom’s photograph of the ice saw dovetails with
another photograph and a second artifact in the
museum collection.

In June 1979, we
were scouring the
grounds in preparation
for a July 29 opening of
the Dorsey Museum.
One of the items that
we desperately needed
for the kitchen display
was ice tongs used to
deliver ice. Just before
the opening, we found a
pair in an antique store
just down the Big
Thompson Canyon.

What was interest -
ing was that the tongs
are stamped "YMCA."
When asked how he got
them he either couldn't
or wouldn't remember.
We suspect that an employee had run across them in
a storage area and sold them for extra cash. Anyway,
the owner took pity on us and sold them at a dis -

count.
Several years later we met George Katibah who

had worked as a seasonal employee in the 1950s. His
job was delivering ice and wood to cabins.

We have no definitive proof that the ice saw Jack
is holding is one of those used in Malcolm's photo -
graph. Since the YMCA owned many ice tongs, the
probability of the one we purchased in 1979 being the
one that George is holding is highly improbable.
Whether or not the items are all directly linked, they
do provide historical context for each other.
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