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View From the Museum Porch

Before diving
into the news we
want to welcome over
500 new readers!
Some of you are alum -
ni who took time to
contact the Y in
preparation for the
2007 alumni reunion.

The rest of you are new friends we met this past
summer. We hope all of you enjoy our ramblings
and news.

For "veterans" of Musings, you no doubt notice
we've changed our look. With today's technology,
the cost of color printing is only slightly more than
single color. Besides looking spiffy this new and
improved version is actually less work for us. No
longer do we have to stick labels and zip sort. It's
all automated!

Significant progress continues on the potential
rehabilitation of  Mountainside Lodge. If you
thought remodeling your kitchen was a big project,
you can imagine the complexity of this undertak -
ing! There are many steps large and small left
before the Lodge may reopen for family reunions
and conferences. Look for an update following our
personal ramblings.

What a difference a year makes! By the end of
summer 2002 we felt like participants in some

apocalyptic movie as we watched everything turn
brown under an unrelenting sun and drought.
Nerves were frayed as we prayed for rain and
watched for smoke from new forest fires.

In stark contrast, the summer of 2003 was
lush and green from abundant moisture. April and
May were somewhat dry and with below normal
temperatures. The cool temps let the remains of
our March snowstorm slowly melt instead of run -
ning off. After a foot of wet snow on May 10, the
snow pack was 130% of normal.

The cool weather delayed the hummers' return
to the mountains, but when they did it was like
being invaded by a swarm of angry bees. Making
the first batch of sugar water is always a welcome
right of spring. With flowers not yet blooming and
no insects they almost ate us out of house and
home. 

While the abundant moisture was appreciated,
it played havoc with our hiking schedule. Many of
our eagerly anticipated hikes to the Indian Peaks
area were canceled because of snow-clogged trails.
We'll try again next summer.

This summer
nature put on a wild -
flower show that
bedazzled the eye.
Plants that failed to
flower the previous
year celebrated. Tiny
tundra flowers
bloomed in such profu -
sion their fragrance
was overwhelming.
Throughout the sum -
mer, there was a pro -
gression of blooming plants and flowers. The finale
in late August and early September was a glorious
display of rabbit brush, daisies and asters.

Watching the battle for the nesting box at the
entrance to the museum is a yearly event. Most
years the tenacious little wrens prevail. Last year
the tree swallows won out.

This year bluebirds staked an early claim to
the box and fought off all comers in pitched beak to
wing battles. Even after they had moved in and
laid eggs there were occasional skirmishes.

The bluebirds provided comic relief for us
while making life miserable for the museum's
Abert squirrels. As known predators of bird nests,
the bluebirds made a preemptive strike every time
they spotted a squirrel. After the blue birds fledged
the squirrels came out of hiding and regained con -
trol of the yard.
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About the time the bluebirds left the box we
were struck with a summer storm of unusual fury
on June 19. It dumped three inches of pea-sized
hail and a couple of inches of rain on the Y in a
very short period. The hail clogged gutters and
drains. Runoff backed up into buildings. Rocks and
other debris washed across roads.

As if by magic a huge dome of high pressure
built over Colorado in time for the Fourth of July.
During two weeks of "severe clear" even a single
cloud was a topic for conversation. Just about the
time we became concerned over a lack of moisture
the monsoons appeared. 

In the critter news… "Einstein," the old bear -
blinded by cataracts failed to reappear this spring.
Last summer's lack of natural food combined with
his age and blindness probably sent him to the big
berry patch in the sky. 

The YMCA's use of bear proof trash cans,
guest education and daily trash removal limited
bear activity on the main grounds. However, one
marauding female bear made life miserable for
some area residents. The two year-old bear broke
into homes on Thunder Mountain and Windcliff.
Consequently, she was trapped, tagged and relo -
cated by the Division of Wildlife. 

The most serious bear incident occurred in the
National Park at Fern Lake where two campers
were attacked and mauled at their campsite.
Guess who had scheduled a hike through the area
the next week? Armed with pepper spray we com -
pleted our outing without incident.

That bear was later destroyed. These incidents
illustrate the high level of intelligence of bears and
the stupidity of man. Once a bear associates food
with man the bear is doomed. If a bear finds food
in a particular place it will revisit that location up
to fifty times again even if there is no further posi -
tive reinforcement. As signs in the Estes Park area
say, "A fed bear is a dead bear."

In late September museum volunteer John
Cowan showed up to help with fall chores. The
timing of his trip was perfect, as it happened to
coincide with the fall colors. The last weekend of
September was one of those rare times when
everything was absolutely perfect. 

On September 27 the three of us did our
favorite fall hike, the Boulder Brook loop. The sky
was a cloudless Colorado blue. There was just the
right amount of breeze to stir the air and cool us. 

In places, already fallen aspen leaves carpeted
the ground. Leaves remaining on the trees gave

the air we breathed a golden hue.  All the gold in
Ft. Knox paled in comparison to Nature’s glory on
this day. At the end of the hike we agreed it was
one of those special days given to us by the Creator
to remind us of the glory of His universe.

This winter we have several displays to com -
plete to finish off our renovation program. Artist,
Susan Daley, who painted the archaeology diora -
ma, is already working on a backdrop for the new
Mountainside Lodge and hiking/climbing display.  

If that isn't enough to keep us busy, we're
starting to research the Museum archives looking
for tidbits we missed in our last book. We already
have some ideas to expand the centennial edition
of YMCA of the Rockies: Spanning a Century .
Next fall we’re planning a trip to the YMCA
archives at the University of Minnesota to look for
new information.

We're also starting to sweat a bit knowing the
Y’s centennial celebration is only four years away.
That leaves just three years... to plan the celebra -
tion and alumni reunion. Makes us want to grab
for the antacids just thinking about it!

With all that is going on, this winter promises
to be very busy.

It is time to sign off with our personal ram -
blings. We'll write you after New Years.

Lulie and Jack
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Lulie and John on that special day.



Rehabilitation of 
John T imothy S tone’ s 
Mountainside Lodge

Reaches Critical Phase

In our opening remarks the quip about the
enormity of the Mountainside Lodge rehabilitation
project while said in jest was truthful. At this
point all we can do is sit back and watch.

As of this writing, staff are working with qual -
ified professionals to produce final working draw -
ings and engineering documents from which con -
tractors can give the Y firm bids on the work. That
in turn will be reviewed and revised by the Board
and executive staff. 

The single most significant issue has always
been the structural integrity of the Lodge. By early
spring a draft of the State funded Historic
Structure Assessment concluded the original struc -
ture was sound with a few minor exceptions.
However, the post-1924 additions were seriously
deteriorated but worth rehabilitating.

With that information in hand, an interdepart -
mental team was formed to study the project.
What quickly became apparent to the entire team
was that Mountainside Lodge as a stand-alone
facility did not make economic sense. 

The Big Horn Annex across from the Lodge,
while deteriorated, was salvageable and added
twenty beds. Just up the road Beacon Hill, Bambi,
and Bison Cabins, while still in use, needed
facelifts. Unfortunately, the old Recreation Hall
across from the Lodge was beyond repair.

The team next looked at augmenting existing
facilities with new ones. They concluded a new
pavilion was needed to replace the Rec Hall.

Additionally, to honor the spirit and Christian
heritage of Dr. John Timothy Stone, the team pro -
posed building an open-air wedding chapel and two
vespers areas. 

The team agreed that the key to economic via -
bility of the project was an expanded rental sea -
son. Consequently, a new road and water system
were added to the mix.

After crunching the numbers using projected
revenues from family reunions, weddings and con -
ferences, the team concluded a rehabilitated
Mountainside Lodge supported by renovated and
new buildings was economically viable.

This past summer staff shared its vision with
Y members and potential donors. The concept
received very strong support from potential donors.

In late September the Lodge cleared a major
hurdle when a structural engineering report by
JVA Consulting of Boulder concurred with data
from previous studies. The original Lodge was
structurally sound. Additions made in the 1920s
were in need of major rehabilitation.

On September 23, the Y submitted a grant
request to the Colorado State Historic Fund for
$246,000. We're optimistic that the state will part -
ner with the YMCA of the Rockies in funding the
rehabilitation of Mountainside.

What is the next step? Guess we could have
saved a lot of time by just writing the first two
paragraphs and stopping there. The rehabilitation
of John Timothy Stone's Mountainside Lodge is not
a done deal. 

This is perhaps the most critical phase of the
project. Bids must be within working estimates,
and the State must fund a significant portion of
the rehabilitation.

Now, more than ever, we need your prayers
and words of support as the Board and executive
staff work through this critical phase.

Remembering T wo
Special Members

of Our YMCA Family

Since our last visit we've lost two very special
members of our Y-family, Alice Ruesch and Bill
Robinson. Alice died June 28, 2003 at 94 years
young. Bill Robinson passed away March 8 at 75.

For those of you who are more recent members
of our Y-family, Alice, was the wife of YMCA of the
Rockies Executive Director, Walter Ruesch. When
the Board hired him in 1950 the Y got a bargain
because we got Alice too.

For over fifty years Alice was a friend of the Y.
Even as a resident of Prospect Park Living Center,
she distributed YMCA of the Rockies brochures
and recruited volunteers and employees. 

During her husband's thirty-year tenure Alice
worked in the background. She checked cabins for
the necessary items and made sure there were
flowers at special functions. Alice picked up staff
in the valley and took them back at summer’s end.  

If you knew Alice you know she loved flowers.
She was president of the Colorado Federation of
Garden Clubs and judged various gardening events
throughout the United States.  

Many years ago Alice introduced a very hearty
yellow hybrid columbine to the Y grounds. Over
the years they spread around the grounds includ -
ing the Museum blooming from June till first frost. 
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During the memorial service at Hyde
Memorial on July 6, Reverend Huth invited those
present to share stories and remembrances of
Alice. Just the mention of telling "Alice stories"
made everyone start smiling. 

One of our favorite stories involves President
Bush's visit to the Y-camp in August 2001. It goes
like this:

Our lives are much richer and the YMCA of
the Rockies is a better place for this passionate lit -
tle dynamo of a lady.

The tall, lanky Bill Robinson clad in jeans,
western shirt and cowboy hat, epitomized the
image of the western cowboy. He had a quick
smile, always a kind word and a hearty hand -
shake. 

From 1963 to 1977 Bill and his wife Fannye
operated the Y livery. Bill started wrangling at
fourteen. He wrangled at Fall River Lodge, Stanley
Hotel and Art Card's downtown livery. Later he
operated the livery at Steads Ranch. He had
unending patience as he taught many a child and
their greenhorn parents how to ride. 

After WW II he attended Colorado State
University studying veterinary medicine and ani -
mal husbandry. We heard people say he took bet -
ter care of his horses than he did himself.

At Fannye and Bill's there was always a pot of
strong coffee ready. Bill loved to tell stories about
his days as a livery master. He had a way with
telling stories and jokes that made visiting with
him an experience not to be forgotten.

Back before WW II, Bill started spinning a tall
tale about a mysterious blue mist that was
involved in the disappearance of unsuspecting peo -
ple in the Park's backcountry. The Blue Mist
quickly became a sought after campfire story. 

Many a family spent a sleepless night after
their kids heard the story. Bill often received a late
night telephone call asking him to explain it was
only a story. Even adults who should have known
better were duped by the master storyteller. 

It wasn't Bill who created the legend of the
Blue Mist but those who believed him. After the
museum published the story,  people started ask -
ing Bill for his autograph. He seemed somewhat
embarrassed by the notoriety "that old story"
brought him. 

Bill and his wife Fannye enriched thousands
of lives as they helped people from all over the
world enjoy a western vacation.
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Alice was excited about the opportu -
nity to meet the Commander-In-Chief.
Dressed in her finest Y shirt and jacket
she waited as President Bush greeted
others. 

Distracted by all the commotion,
Alice didn't notice him reaching out to
shake her hand.  He took her hand and
said, "Hi I am George W. Bush,
President." 

Her reply after weeks of anticipation
was... "Am I supposed to know you?" At
that point there were chuckles and pic -
tures taken.

However, the story didn't end there...
...  back at Prospect Park Living Center,
there were doubting gaffs as Alice told
other residents she met the President of
the United States. 

Alice pushed back from the dinner
table, went to her room, brought the pic -
ture back of her and the President shak -
ing hands and quietly placed it on the
dinner table for others to see.

“Am I supposed to know you?”

Bill Robinson at far left with Steads Ranch wranglers.



Alumni News

Until the YMCA of the Rockies develops an
alumni specific publication, Museum Musings will
keep you updated on happenings. Thanks to all
former staffers who took time to help us update
your contact information in preparation for the
2007 reunion. 

Please look through your address book and
Christmas card list for your coworkers at the Y.
Send us their address and what year(s) they
worked at the Y.

The YMCA also has a webpage dedicated to
our employees. We are trying to set up a chat room
where you can contact each other. However, due to
privacy issues, we can't post your name for you.
So, go to www.ymcarockies.org and click on "About
Us" at the top of the page. Then click on "Staff
Alumni" on the left. Fill out the form and click on
"Submit." We are just getting started so the num -
ber of current alumni is very limited. 

Estes Park Center Manager Gary Van Horn
asked us to establish a staff alumni wall in the
Administration Building. We thought it would be
fun to do more than just hang photographs. After a
little brainstorming we decided to have an old staff
sweater framed. 

We picked a nice one from the collection and
cross-referenced the collection accession number
and found that it belonged to Betty Nichols Moore
who worked at EPC in 1954-7. That was a strange
coincidence since Betty's husband has been a life-
long friend of the Dorsey family.

Betty's story is
a typical one. She met
fellow summer staffer
Louis Moore who had
grown up at the Y.
The summer romance
turned serious. Two
years later in 1956
they had the honor of
being the first couple
married in the new
Dannen Chapel. 

In 1957 they returned as married staff. After
Betty and Louis had children they vacationed at
Estes Park. Now as grandparents, their family has
a four-generation tradition at the YMCA of the
Rockies. We can already tell this is going to be a
fun project!

"Presidents" visit Y-Camp on July 4th

The annual
Fourth of July parade
is a time when staff
creativity always
comes to the forefront.
The parade is a true
homegrown affair
filled with patriotism,
humor and good times.
While every depart -
ment goes all out,
there is usually one
who steals the show. 

This year it was
the Schlessman
Executive Office.
What better theme for
the Executive Office
than to spoof the

Chief Executive Office of the United States. 
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Lulie and Betty Moore.

YMCA of the Rockies Staff Alumni

Name: First, MI, Last, Maiden

Address:

City, State, Zip

Home telephone:

Work telephone:

E-mail address:

Please circle where you worked:

Estes Park Center    Snow Mountain Ranch 
Camp Chief Ouray

Year(s) worked:

Department(s):

Return to:

YMCA of the Rockies, Lula W. Dorsey Museum
P.O. Box 20550
Estes Park, CO 80511-2250
1-970-586-3341 ext. 1136
Email: jmelton@ymcarockies.org

Please send us your photographs and funny stories, too!

“President” Bill Clinton (Jerry
Donner) waves to the crowd.



The biggest complaint surrounding the August
2001 visit by George Bush was the tight security
preventing even a glimpse of the President as his
motorcade sped through the grounds.

This year "Bush" rode in a red convertible
driven by his mom, “Millie,” with “George Sr.” rid -
ding shotgun. Security was provided by the YMCA
branch of the not so Secret Service armed with
Super Soakers. Numerous shady looking charac -
ters in the crowd received a dousing from the trig -
ger-happy security detachment.

George W. addressed the crowd while former
Presidents Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton and Ronald
Ragan hammed it up. Several imposters including
Abraham Lincoln, George Washington and Richard
Nixon slipped through the very tight security.

You just never know who will show up at the
Y on the Fourth of July.

On the T rail of the “Japanese Indians”

At the end of Mesa Drive you'll find a grouping
of cabins with unusual names: Ohshiko, Nakayagi,
Moosquin, Wisawanik and Anekus. These two-bed -
room cabins carry the names of earlier cabins in
the same location. Another cabin, Tonashi, was
torn down and not replaced.

For as long as anyone can remember they've
been called the "Japanese Indians" because of their
unique names. Originally built in 1921, these cab -
ins were the Y's first cabins with running water
and indoor plumbing.

As keepers of the corporate memory, we've
been asked many times about the origin of the
names.  Now, thanks to Emily Roffmann Rogers
the mystery is partially solved. She uncovered the
information while researching a surprise birthday
gift for her mom, Phyllis, who is the donor of
Ohshiko and Nakayagi.

According to what Emily uncovered, Okshiko
(A'kshiko) is old Zuni for cottontail rabbit. Anekus
is American Indian for squirrel but had no tribal
reference. She found this information in a YMCA
Indian Princesses guidebook on the Internet. 

Likewise Tonashi is old Zuni for badger. She
found it in a research paper about a possible Zuni-
Japanese connection in the 1300's when Japanese
explorers "seeking middle earth" found the desert
Southwest instead. That ties in with information
we've read linking Japanese explorers with the
Americas prior to Columbus.

There has got to be a bigger story here.

Nobody would have come up with those names
randomly. Now the rest of you have a research
assignment to find out more information. We
would love to add this to the centennial edition of
Spanning a Century . 

Museum W elcomes New
Summer S taff

This summer we welcomed Pat Reineke to our
summer staff. Originally from St. Joseph,
Missouri, she currently lives in Platte City,
Missouri.  A career educator, Pat taught 2nd and
3rd grade for twenty-eight years. Now she fills her
spare time with snowshoeing, fly-fishing and walk -
ing. 

Pat heard about the YMCA of the Rockies for
many years from Y Board Member Larry Jones a
member of her extended family.

This is Pat's third
summer at the Y.
Before coming to the
museum Pat worked
in Food Service and
the Craft Shop.

Pat's great sense
of humor, people skills
and a "can do atti -
tude" were a great
addition to the muse -
um team. She had so
much fun this summer
we convinced her to
stay through
September.
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Pat stains Mariposa Cabin

Tonashi Cabin c. 1930
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