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-A soggy view from the museum porch

'Y board approves Mountainside Lodge capital campaign
-Mountainside Lodge featured in new book

-Museum exhibit renovation completed

‘Robert Wands painting benefits Mountainside campaign
-Shuffleboard court uncovered during renovation
-Location of 1907 Grand Lake conference pinpointed




2 - Fall 2004

View From the Museum Porch

After reading the
cover, you know that
the rehabilitation of
John Timothy Stone's
Mountainside Lodge
is on track. This has
been both a personal
passion and profes-
sional goal for twenty
years. This journey,
however, will not end
until Mountainside's
now empty rooms resound with happy voices. We'll
give you a full update later.

As we sit down to write you we are left wonder
ing where the last few months have gone. Late
spring was consumed with finishing up the muse -
um's exhibit renovation. Then the summer disap -
peared in the flurry of activity surrounding
fundraising for Mountainside.

The near future looks no less busy as we pre -
pare to spend a week at the YMCA archives at the
University of Minnesota and start updating the
YMCA of the Rockies history. Sometimes we wish
there were more hours in the day and more days in
the week. Maybe then we could catch up!

The past several months have left us scratch -
ing our heads wondering what is in store for us
next as the weather has swung from one extreme

to the next. The ample winter snow pack we spoke
of in our last edition melted under record heat in
late March. After the second driest March on
record, fires sprung up in the tinder dry forests.
Just as things got serious, we received a good
dousing of rain in early April. Good Friday gave us
a major snowstorm.

It dried out in May leaving us with renewed
warnings of wildfires and water rationing. Then
June arrived. It rained morning, noon and night.
These weren't your afternoon thunderstorms giv -
ing way to beautiful sunsets. One June afternoon
it rained so hard the frogs were looking for life pre
servers. Silt, rocks and mud temporarily closed the
Y's entrance. In the high country fresh snow cov -
ered the high peaks closing Trail Ridge Road off
and on.

By the time July arrives we're usually whining
about the heat and lack of moisture. Not so this
year. On July 1 we had a heavy frost. This sum -
mer we were glad just to see it stop snowing before
July 4th! In late July the usual monsoon moisture
arrived with more heavy downpours and electrical
storms. In late July the local newspaper reported
that moisture during the month of July was twice
the thirty year average!

Our Mission:

To support the YMCA of the Rockies' mission through
preservation and documentation of our corporate
history by:

Collecting, preserving, and interpreting

cultural  artifacts related to the YMCA's

history in a museum venue,

Offering interpretive programs to guests
and members,

Identifying and participating in the
preservation of historically significant
buildings and sites,

Actively researching and publishing
materials related to our history.
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On the Cover: Photograph of Mountainside Lodge summer
1920 taken by F. P. Clatworthy. Hand colored by Dorothy
Speiser 2004.

We ran the above cartoon in 1995. We thought
it appropriate to run it again stating our feelings
about the “squishy” summer of 2004. Never
thought we would make fun of selling swampland
in Estes Park! This year will go down in our per -
sonal memories as one that Summer forgot.The
third week of August the clouds came down on the




mountains and there was a chill in the air. The
high peaks got a dusting of snow. Temperatures
dipped into the upper thirties. It's Mother Nature's
way of reminding us what is around the corner.

Mother Nature celebrated the abundant mois -
ture with an unforgettable show of wild flowers.
Another interesting benefit of the wet summer has
been a lack of mosquitoes. It seems they need stag -
nant water for breeding, and that's one thing we
didn't have. Best of all, we've not seen one smoke
plume from forest fires.

In the critter news... Several years ago we told
you about a wild turkey that showed up in the
Summit area of the Y. We nicknamed her
Henrietta. She hung around for almost a year
before disappearing. We figured that a coyote or
mountain lion had made a meal of her.

Well, this April we were getting ready for
work one morning and saw a turkey on our deck.
Then we saw another and another and another...
We counted a total of five.

One was less leery than the others. We won -
dered if it was Henrietta. Jack went out the door
and rattled a can full of seed. Four fled and one
made a beeline for Jack. Yep, she had returned
with friends.

Over the next couple of weeks there were
turkey reports around the Y grounds and in the
Park. Then they disappeared. We'll see if they
show up when the weather turns cold and they get
hungry.

The bluebirds returned in mid March claiming
the museum nesting box. The tree swallows
returned in April and the battle began. Last year
the bluebirds prevailed. This year is was the swal -
low's turn as they emptied the box dumping the
sky blue eggs on the ground.

Bears are still around the grounds although
prompt trash removal and bear proof trash recep -
tacles have slowed their foraging activities. One
sow and cub caused quite a commotion by taking
an afternoon nap in a tree not far from the muse -
um. Another bear startled guests as it entered one
of the lodges smelling the remains of a late night
pizza party.

By mid August the big bull elk were thrashing
pine saplings and willows polishing their antlers in
anticipation of the upcoming fall rut. This was not
the only sign of the approaching fall. The wild
grasses turned yellow as seed heads ripened.
Aspens and willows began to show the first tinges
of yellow.

Now, for something that can only be classified
by quoting Forest Gump, "...mama always said life
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was like a box of chocolates. You never know what
you're gonna get."

One August evening we received a telephone
call telling us a car had careened down from
Ypsilon Lodge and hit one of the museum's cabins.
In a state of absolute panic we rushed over to the
Y.

What we found was a bizarre sight. The unoc -
cupied car had made its way a couple of hundred
yards missing a bunch of trees and striking Cabin
40. Lucky for us the car had somehow struck one
of the concrete piers instead of the cabin. The car
was totaled. Cabin 40 was moved about a half inch
on its foundation.

Fearing the worst we unlocked the cabin and
went inside. We can only describe what we saw as
chaotic. It must be what a house looks like after an
earthquake. Everything including the cast iron
cook stove had moved. Luckily the only casuality
was a broken juice glass in the kitchen.

Even luckier was the fact that the car had hit
our unoccupied cabin. Another couple of feet to the
left and it would have made a direct hit on one of
the Y's guest cabins across the street.

The upcoming winter is one of transition for us
after Lulie said good-bye to thirty years of teaching
and eighteen years of commuting to Loveland. She
hardly had time to put away her retirement pres -
ents before the Y asked her to coordinate the 2007
centennial celebration. She's really looking forward
to those snowy winter days knowing her "com -
mute" will be all of a mile.

During the cold dark days of winter we'll be
researching and writing the updated Y history for
the 2007 centennial. Lulie will be up to her eye -
balls coordinating and planning the actual celebra -
tion. All the while we will monitor progress on the
Mountainside Lodge campaign and keep the muse -
um running.

We hear people gripe about their jobs wishing
they were doing something else and living some -
where else. Not so for us. We enjoy getting up and
going to work. Yes, working at the Y has its
"moments" like any other job. But when you put
everything together: the Y's mission; our guests
and members; our co-workers; and the environ -
ment, we wouldn't trade with anyone!

Have a safe and warm winter. Come see us if
you are in town.
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Mountainside Lodge Capital Campaign
Enters Final Phase

The title of this story probably caught many of
you by surprise since you didn't know there was a
capital campaign underway. The title and story
changed several times right up to publication.

The last change involved using the words
"Enters Final Phase." In mid August the Y was
awarded a $250,000 matching challenge grant
from an anonymous foundation. Upon completion
of the match the entire rehabilitation project will
be fully funded.

During the summer of 2003 staff began assess -

ing donor interest in the Mountainside project.
Several lead donors made significant pledges if the
project was approved. Last winter the staff contin
ued to test the waters with major donors and final
ized a rehabilitation plan.

The project gained additional momentum last
spring when the State of Colorado awarded a
$246,000 Historical Fund Grant to the Y. The proj
ect cleared two final hurdles when JVA Consulting
gave Mountainside a structural clean bill of health
and the Board of Directors approved the capital
campaign.

This summer the capital campaign was limited
to contacting potential donors who were in Estes
Park. Now, the capital campaign is reaching out to
the remainder of our Y family.

The campaign encompasses a broader vision
beyond just rehabilitating John Timothy Stone's
Mountainside Lodge. The Y will improve the area
surrounding the Lodge for the long-term benefit of
our members by:

t Rehabilitating the host cabin and the
Big Horn bunk house.

t Constructing a new outdoor social
pavilion.

t Constructing an outdoor wedding
chapel.

t Stabilizing the ruins of the old burned
Study and creating an intimate worship
area.

t Rehabilitating an existing vespers area.
t Building a new access road and bring -
ing new utilities to the Mountainside

By partnering with the YMCA of the Rockies
to rehabilitate Mountainside Lodge you help
advance our mission by:

t Re-establishing Mountainside Lodge as
a Christian renewal/retreat center serv -
ing churches and religious groups.

t Continuing our commitment to pro -
vide unifying experiences for families
through family reunions and wed -
dings.

t Rehabilitating a national historic
treasure and reopening it to public
access.

Prior to its closing in 1994, Mountainside
Lodge was the favorite location of generations of
our members for a variety of uses. A rehabilitated
Mountainside Lodge complex will be one of the
most versatile facilities on the grounds hosting the
following mission-driven activities:

t Church groups and Christian renewal
retreats
t Family reunions
t Weddings
t Conferences
sNational YMCA retreats
sNature-oriented groups
sEducational groups
t Staff retreats and social gatherings
t Community meetings and planning
retreats

The total estimated cost of this project is
$1,350,000 covering the scope of work outlined
above. The Y has already received gifts and
pledges from individual donors amounting to
$604,000 in addition to the $246,000 Colorado
State Historical Fund grant. That, combined with
the current $250,000 challenge grant and  your
matching contributions , will put us at our $1.35
million goal.

The Y asks that each of you prayerfully consid
er how you can help in this unique project. Your
contribution in any amount is sincerely appreciat
ed. Remember, that every dollar you contribute
will be matched from the challenge grant.

We made our personal three year pledge sever -

al months ago, but in light of the new challenge
grant we've made an additional pledge to take
advantage of the matching funds. You can partner
in this project by completing the donation/pledge
form at the back of this newsletter.

For further information on the Mountainside
Lodge project, call the Estes Park Center at 970-
685-3341 and ask for V.P. Planning and
Development Mark Holdt, ext. 6006, or Museum
Director Jack Melton, ext. 1136.



Mountainside Lodge
Featured in New Book

Last winter we
were contacted by
John Gunn at the
Rocky Mountain
Nature Association
who was working on a
new book titled Rocky
Mountain Rustic:
Historic Buildings of
the Rocky Mountain
National Park Area .

As a Y seasonal employee back in the 1970s,
John remembered picking up the trash at
Mountainside Lodge. The building left an indelible
mark on him.

He had heard via the grapevine that the Y was
in the process of formulating a rehabilitation plan
for the Lodge. John asked if they could include
Mountainside in the book. That is like asking a kid
if they would like another scoop of ice cream.

While discussing the book, John lamented the
fact that while the book was in color most of the
vintage photographs were in black and white. Jack
showed him the colorized Stanley Steamer photo -
graph featured on the cover of Musings last winter
done by Cheryl Pennington.

We put him in contact with Cheryl, who then
colorized numerous photographs for Rocky
Mountain Rustic. Her artistry added life to vintage
black and white images resulting in a stunning
portrayal of thirty-one historic structures.

John Timothy Stone's Mountainside Lodge
received a beautiful six page spread with historic
and contemporary photographs. In addition to
Mountainside, the book featured A. A. Hyde's
Bear's Den.

Designed by Hyde as a study and built some -
time before 1920, the Bear's Den is an interesting
building. The cabin’s roof ridgepole spans a gap
between two large boulders. It is owned by Bill
Barclay, Hyde's grandson.

Rocky Mountain Rustic _is $29.95 plus $5
postage. If you are an Estes Park history buff or
long time visitor to the area you will love this full
color 176 page coffee table book.

Museum Exhibit Updates
Completed
By its very nature a museum is never complet -

ed. Exhibits have a shelf life requiring periodic
updates. In 2003 we envisioned changing major
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exhibits especially those chronicling the Y of the
Rockies early history while the museum was
scheduled for building renovation. We quickly real -
ized that both projects were too much for one win -
ter.

Working with Bill Schneider, of Vestige Press
in Ft. Collins, Colorado, we designed eight custom
back lit boxes. Numerous designs were studied
with an eye toward economy, presentation and
ease of changing displays. The florescent lighting
was patrticularly challenging. The temperature or
color of the tubes required balancing with the
ambient light, subject matter and translucent
Plexiglas.

“Getting to Estes Park in the Early Days” display with vintage travel
ing duster, goggles and scarf..

In the meantime we researched and wrote
text, selected photographs and worked with Bill on
the layout. After the boxes were hung on the wall,
displays were printed on Mylar film and sand -
wiched between two sheets of Plexiglas.

To complete the exhibit renovation we
employed Ft. Collins artist Susan Dailey to paint
two murals. We first worked with her in 1997 to
produce a facsimile of the Big Rock archaeological
site. This winter she painted a mural of
Mountainside Lodge from a 1920 photograph. On
the opposite wall she painted a depiction of the
Boulder Field for our hiking and climbing display.

In October, President Kent Meyer gave us a
hard deadline of May 5, which coincided with a
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1907 Grand Lake Encampment display with tent facsimile.

national YMCA conference in Estes. It was touch
and go for a while, but the last display was fin -
ished on May 4. That was too close for comfort.

It was fun to watch the reaction from the
National Y staff as they walked through the muse -
um. No where else in the YMCA of the USA is
there such an extensive preservation effort. They
were surprised by the high level of professionalism
not usually seen in a small museum.

This summer museum patrons and first time
visitors alike were likewise pleased with the muse -
um. Again, as always, we couldn't have done this
without your support. Thanks!

Robert W ands Painting Benefits
Mountainside Lodge Rehab

Generations of Y guests know the Wands
name. Al Wands was the summer artist in resi -
dence from 1943 to 1958. He opened a local gallery
in 1960. We remember seeing Al standing in front
of his easel beside the road or in a meadow paint -
ing beautiful landscapes.

Al's son Robert followed in his father's foot -
steps. Over the decades we've watched Bob's paint -
ing style evolve. His work is unmistakably a
Wands, but in some respects we believe the son
has surpassed the father.

This summer we showed Bob the remains of
Dr. John Timothy Stone's study. He had never
seen the spot before and fell in love with it. One
thing led to another and Bob decided to paint the
scene.

Robert Wands has made this painting avail -
able to benefit Mountainside Lodge. The visible
canvas measures 9.75" tall by 7.25" wide. The
framed painting measures 15.25 tall by 13.25 wide.

The silent auction closes October 31. Opening
bid is $495. Bids accepted via telephone, email or
"snail" mail.See inside cover for contact informa -
tion.

Longs Peak from John Timothy Stone’s Study by Robert Wands.

Alumni News

The YMCA of the Rockies is gearing up for an
alumni reunion in June 2007 to celebrate the Y
centennial. We want to thank all of you who've
taken the time to fill out an alumni registration
form. We should have firm dates for the reunion by
this spring. We're still asking our alumni to for -
ward contact information for fellow former staffers.

While brainstorming with some former
staffers, Lulie suggested that we bring back the
best of the staff variety show acts for the reunion.
Everybody was in total agreement that this would
be hilarious. Your suggestions would be greatly
appreciated.

If you former staffers have additional sugges
tions we would love to hear from you.




Remember Shuf fleboard
At the Ad Building?

This story is mostly for you old timers out
there who can remember the shuffleboard court on
the side porches of the Ad. Even though the
Administration Building's original porch was
tongue and grove flooring, it is hard to imagine it
was ever smooth enough for a shuffleboard court.

Originally known as shovelboard or shove -
board the game was developed in 15th century
England. Henry VIII banned the sport among his
archers because they spent too much time playing
and not enough time practicing archery.

It became popular on ocean liners at the turn
of the last century. In 1913 it was introduced as a
popular land game in Daytona Beach. We don't
know when it came to the Y but photographic
records indicate it was a popular sport at the Y
after World War Il. Maybe our search of records in
preparation for writing an updated history of the Y
will reveal this tidbit of information.

The two original shuffleboard courts were
located on the Ad Building's east and west end
porches. In 1949, play on the west porch was
ended when the old Rustic Room was built. The
east end court was barely visible as late as the
early 1980s when the Ad Building porch flooring
was replaced. In the late 1950s or early 60s con -
crete courts were located across the street from the
Ad Building in the recreation field.

Fast forward to winter 2004 when Jack
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Jack grabbed his
camera and rushed
over. Rustic Café
manager Debbie
Francis was hovering
over the find, making
sure the workman did -
n't destroy it. One
thing led to another
and the guys grabbed
Front Desk employee
Katya Komkova to
pose with the court.

At first Katya just
stood there shly. Jack
tried to get her to ham
it up but to no avail.
Finally the workman
dressed her up with
their tools and things

got hilarious as you

Shuffleboard on the east porch of the Ad Building circa 1946.

received a telephone call to come to the Ad
Building. Buildings and Grounds workers had
found the original west end court under plywood
and linoleum while repairing the present Rustic
Café kitchen.

Katya hams it up for the camera. can see.

The court was
saved intact and is safely in storage. This winter
we'll put it back together and use it as a backdrop
for a museum outreach display in the Rustic Café.

Museum Association
and
Annual Support Campaign Merged

In the second edition of this newsletter way
back in December 1984, we announced the forma -
tion of the Lula W. Dorsey Museum Association.
Since then members have not only funded publica -
tion of this newsletter, but also projects and
improvements at the museum.

Two years ago we began asking for your sup -
port through an annual museum campaign as well
as the museum association. The two had similar
objectives in providing support for museum activi -
ties and projects. We quickly realized that the two
overlapping solicitations confused our donors.
Consequently, the two efforts were merged into a
single yearly support campaign.

Your annual support of the Dorsey Museum is
vital to our mission of preserving the YMCA of the
Rockies heritage. Outside of salaries and building
maintenance, the Y provides less than $2,000 in
annual budget support for the museum.

Everything else including this newsletter is funded
by you.
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You can make your annual contribution any -
time during the calendar year. If we haven't heard
from you by late March or early April we'll include
you in the annual mailing.

From Birdhouses
to
Mountainside Lodge

The Mountainside Lodge rehabilitation project
has brought together a diverse group of support -
ers. Rich and Brenda Dixon are a good example.
They "retired" from St. Louis and moved to Estes
Park and went to work at the Y.

Rich was a Housekeeping supervisor and in
August 2003 when he stumbled upon
Mountainside Lodge. The beautiful rustic architec -
ture captivated him. After work he grabbed his
wife and drove her up Emerald Mountain.

At that time the fate of the Lodge was still up
in the air. He asked somebody if they knew who
could tell him more about Mountainside.

Obviously, he was pointed in our direction. As
rehabilitation plans finalized, they came up with a
way to help.

Rich and Brenda had owned a feed store back
in St. Louis. They sold birdhouses hand crafted by
Rich and decorated by Brenda. One day someone
asked if they could build a birdhouse that replicat -
ed their home. Soon the couple was building
detailed replicas of all types of structures.

One day over lunch Rich asked if he could
build a replica of Mountainside Lodge to use in our
fundraising. Jack bounced the proposal up to Vice
President Mark Holdt. Rich wasn't content with
building a small replica. He wanted to build some -
thing befitting this majestic structure.

Brenda and Rich at the unveiling of the Mountainside Lodge replica.

As you can see the Y certainly got more than it
bargained for. Unveiled at the Summit Club din -
ner at Mary's Lake Lodge in July, the replica was
a big hit. Later, it was moved to the
Administration Building where it drew everybody's
attention.

The replica is basicly three feet square. The
base is made from rock gathered around
Mountainside Lodge. Each log is hand notched.
Every shingle is hand cut from cedar. Rich and
Brenda spent well over 300 hours crafting the
miniature. It is truly a beautiful work of art.

Location of 1907 Grand Lake
Encampment Found

When the Dorsey Museum opened twenty-five
years ago there were far more questions than
answers concerning the history of the YMCA of the
Rockies. Piecing together our history and separat -
ing fact from folklore has been one of the most
enjoyable parts of our job.

One of the few givens in our history was that
the organizational meeting for the YMCA of the
Rockies was held July, 1907, at Grand Lake,
Colorado. No eyewitness or newspaper accounts
existed. Our corporate minutes while complete left
many details open to speculation and investiga -
tion.

We have never uncovered the exact reason
why the encampment was held in Grand Lake. We
can only speculate drawing from a biography of the
YMCA of the Rockies founder Bruno Hobbs. It
states that during that time period he was deeply
involved in attempting to establish YMCAs in
rural western Colorado.

It is also a know fact that at the same time the
YMCA was trying to establish additional associa -
tions in the Rocky Mountain west. Maybe our trip
to the Y archives in September will shed some
additional light on the subject.

One of the most enduring stories surrounding
the Grand Lake conference involves some pesky
mountain mosquitoes. As the traditional story
goes, the reason why our founders came to Estes
Park was to escape the bugs in Grand Lake. Early
on we discovered that William E. Sweet was
responsible for leading his fellow founders to Estes
Park as part of a larger personal vision.

Since 1979, the museum archives had a series
of photographs of the Grand Lake encampment.
One included an overview of the encampment with
a portion of the lake and the community.



1907 Grand Lake Encampment. Tents are just left of center.

Same photograph 2004 with 100 year's more trees.

We had a pretty good idea where the encamp -
ment was, but we didn't have a reason to pinpoint
the exact location. When we first started talking
about the Y centennial there was a general consen -
sus that we should place a historic marker at
Grand Lake.

So, we called Grand Lake historian and friend
Judy Capra to meet us in early August. We invited
museum volunteer Betty Meyer to join us for the
outing. We met Judy in downtown Grand Lake,
and armed with copies of the 1907 photographs set
off in search of the "spot."

It took us all of about ten minutes to locate
what we thought was the encampment site. There
were a couple of problems to deal with. First, the
trees had grown a bunch since 1907, and the rock
outcroppings we were using for triangulation
weren't anywhere to be found.

The site we identified is the now Grand
Escape Cottages owned by Mary and Tom
Goodfellow. Being the shy kind of people that we
are, we just walked up, introduced ourselves, told
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them about our quest and asked if we could tres -
pass. Mary and Tom were very interested and took
time off from their business to help.

When we told them the YMCA wanted to place
a historic marker on his property they got so excit -
ed that they were ready to pour the concrete. It
was refreshing to find folks so open and hospitable.
We told them we would come back after lunch.

We all agreed that the Goodfellow's was the
spot, but as we said the rocks were wrong. So, off
we went to the local historical society where we
found some photographs that aided in our
research. Making some comparisons we found that
there were a lot of rocks missing. It seems that
somebody had used up several cases of dynamite
during the ensuing years after 1907.

Over lunch we hatched an idea of incorporat -
ing Mary and Tom's property in the centennial cel -
ebration. We've got the plan outlined in our heads,
but we're going to make you wait a while before
spilling the beans.

In the meantime you can join us for a little
centennial celebration kickoff in Grand Lake next
July when we unveil the Y's historic marker.

YMCA of the Rockies founders prepare to depart Grand Lake,
Colorado July 16,1907.

Mary and Tom Goodfellow’s Grand Escape Cottages.
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