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View From the Museum Porch

The view from

our porch this winter

can only be described

as "interesting."

During our last visit

we were knee deep in

packing material

preparing for the

museum renovation. As we started thinking about

this edition we found ourselves hip deep in snow. 

As many of you know we pride ourselves on

running a tidy ship, but most of the winter our

porch was such a mess that Jeff Foxworthy would

have found fertile material for some of his famous

jokes. It was so embarrassing that we didn't even

take a photograph!

The last three months have been an emotional

roller coaster. First there is the anticipation of

actually starting the project. Next, you completely

overwhelm us with your response to our annual

appeal. Then as winter turned into spring and we

came face to face with the enormity of the project,

we began to question our sanity.

You can imagine the internal turmoil we felt

as twenty-three years of work disappeared into

scores of boxes carefully packed by volunteers Lori

Dawes, Carol and Earl Clark and Marian Lewis.

We wondered if we would ever see it all again. 

For most of the winter an ugly white semi-

trailer backed up to the front sidewalk dominated

our view of the world. All during the renovation it

sat there quietly whispering to us that someday we

would have to unpack it.

Our view of the world was radically altered on

March 17 when the biggest storm in ninety years

struck Colorado. As luck would have it, the semi

had disappeared seventy-two hours earlier and

Jack had just hauled away the last of the construc-

tion trash from the porch.

Had he not carted off the debris, Mother

Nature would have covered it up for at least two

weeks adding immensely to our normal spring

cleanup.  Needless to say both the storm and the

remodeling are major topics for this edition. 

So ambitious was the museum renovation that

we've scaled back our hiking program to devote

more time to finishing displays. But we promise to

pull some "rabbits" out of our hiking boots to make

things interesting. So, for those of you who have

tried to catch us at the museum recently you

might actually find us there this summer. 

Until the recent storm our winter was

extremely dry and windy. Although we would have

liked our moisture spread out through the winter

the dry weather did facilitate the renovation. 

The severe drought of the last several years

has taken a toll on available forage for deer and

elk. By January anywhere ground was showing

everything was eaten down to the dirt.

After the elk and deer have eaten the grass

they start to nibble on anything available. This

winter we've seen them eat pine, spruce, juniper,

aspen, sage and wild roses. While it isn't unusual

to see such foraging activity, the extent that they

relied on these plants was unusual.

During the heavy snow in March elk walked in

single file to conserve energy. For the most part

they bedded down to wait out the storm. We

observed several very emaciated animals in obvi-

ous distress. 

The redwing blackbirds showed up two days

before the big storm noisily announcing their

arrival. Jack also saw a bluebird in the museum

parking lot. These first signs of spring are always

welcome.

The drought also affected the permanent avian

population. Some seed dependent species such as

grosbeaks and crossbills were almost totally absent

this winter. The nuthatches and chickadees were

extremely abundant relying heavily on our feeder.

The coyotes were very visible and vocal while

searching for food this winter. One day we saw a

pack of eight individuals. That number is some-

what atypical as groups of half that are more the

norm.

One of the best changes this winter, at least

from Jack's point of view, has been a new comput-

er. His old one was completely overloaded by the

demands put upon it. The Y's computer guru

accused Jack of trying to "stuff fifteen pounds of

potatoes into a ten-pound sack!"

The new silicon wonder easily manipulates

huge graphics files associated with creating new

exhibits. It truly delivers on the promise of multi-

tasking. Efficiency aside, our aging eyes really

enjoy the ultra sharp nineteen inch flat screen

monitor. We can almost read it without glasses.
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Since there is lots more to share with you. we

had better end our "Views" for now. Be sure to

drop by the museum to see all the changes taking

place at your museum.

Thanks for your faith, prayers and generosity.

Lulie and Jack

Surviving the Storm of '03

Unless you've been under a rock you know

that Colorado was stuck by a monster storm in

March. To put it in perspective, some parts of

Colorado received one-third of their annual precipi-

tation in forty-eight hours. Now, as Paul Harvey

would say, "Now for the rest of the story."

When you say something is the biggest or

worst in history you have to temper that statement

with the word "recorded." Surely, Mother Nature

pounded Colorado with bigger storms during previ-

ous glacial periods. Only problem was there wasn't

some reporter, microphone in hand, giving a

snowflake-by-snowflake account. 

All winter we looked at the clear skies and

bare mountains praying for snow. By the first of

February, weather forecasters told us we needed at

least seven feet of snow just to bring the snow

pack up to normal for the winter. We could only

listen and say, "That'll never happen."

The third week of February turned cold and

snowy. We happily watched as the first hints of

normal winter weather patterns appeared. We wel-

comed almost two feet of snow over several days

along with bitter cold. Then the weather returned

to its dry and windy pattern.

As bare ground reappeared we resolved our-

selves to a dry spring and persistent drought.

About Friday March 14 the forecasters began to

talk about an "interesting" storm off the coast of

California. 

We only half listened until we heard the magic

words, "Four Corners Low" describing the ultimate

snow maker for eastern Colorado. Sunday the 16th

was warm, calm and heavy moisture laden clouds

obscured the sun. We had a gut feeling that we

were in for a real storm.

Monday was cooler but above freezing. All day

long it alternated between rain, snow and sleet.

After lunch the snow began to stick to the grassy

areas. About 5 p.m. the snow started to fall like

white rain. Visibility was less than a hundred

yards.

Tuesday morning about 4:30 a.m. Lulie's prin-

cipal called telling her school was canceled in

Loveland. By that time we had 18 inches of snow,

but the experts were saying the storm was just

getting started. After digging out we went to the

museum to work on new displays. All the while it

was snowing about an inch an hour.

Wednesday morning we awoke to almost three

feet of snow. The Y called telling Jack to stay

home. We spent the day trying to keep up with the

continually falling snow at our house. About 3:30

p.m. we went over to the Y. It was either a winter

wonderland or a disaster depending whether you

were a guest or a snowplow driver. 

Not bothering to set the alarm Jack awoke

about six Thursday morning. When he looked out

the window all he could see was white. After coffee

Lulie ventured out with the tape measure and

recorded almost four feet of snow, but still it

snowed.

Finally, late Thursday the storm broke. Some

areas in the Estes Park area recorded seven feet.

Around Conifer and Evergreen, west of Denver

there were reports of over ten feet of snow. Snow

Mountain Ranch was isolated due to the closure of

Berthoud Pass. Food supplies were running very

low.
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We measured an even 50 inches of snow at our

home just south of the Y. Every storm in our 23

years of living in Estes Park paled by comparison.

Our collective "historical" memories began to won-

der how it compared to the historic storm of

December 1913.

Soon the media caught up with us and meas-

ured the storm of '03 against the one ninety years

earlier. The record keepers confirmed our gut feel-

ing announcing that "our" storm was the second

biggest in recorded history. 

The storm of the previous century took four

days to accumulate seven feet of snow. Had it been

below freezing when the storm struck Monday and

snowed for four days, we would have topped that

storm by at least two feet. 

At the Y, the 1913 storm collapsed the roof of

the Dining Hall and damaged the Administration

Building. Estes Park was isolated from the outside

world for over a week. 

The storm of this century managed to remove

the heating exhaust vents from the Longhouse just

in time for a major youth conference. Frantic work

by our Buildings and Grounds Department had

everything ready in time. Snow sliding off the

Longhouse roof broke the rafters of the porch in

front of the Craft Shop. 

Heavy equipment used to open the roads

caused extensive damage to asphalt and vegeta-

tion. At the museum most of the timbers in the

parking lot were rearranged. The expensive road

base put down several years ago is now across the

street. Everywhere mountains of snow were still

visible two weeks after the storm.

Over the last few years tens of thousands of

folks have moved to Colorado during a period of

relative warmth and drought. Many have never

seen a "real" snowstorm much less one of historic

proportions. While we coped with the storm, new-

comers had what can only be described as a shell-

shocked look by the end of the week.

While this one storm didn't break our multi-

year drought, it did put a real dent in the current

year's deficit. In forty-eight hours the snow pack in

the North Platte drainage including Estes Park

went from 79% of normal to 104%. 

Since 1980, the previous single storm was

three feet on May 17, 1982. After surviving this

monster storm we can sit in our rocking chairs on

the museum porch in the coming decades and talk

about how we survived the storm back in '03.

Museum Annual Appeal
Surpasses Goal

Through the years you have generously sup-

ported the Dorsey Museum. Time and time again

we challenged you to help preserve your YMCA

legacy. Each time you stepped forward and exceed-

ed our expectations.

Executive Director Walter Ruesch mentored us

before and after he retired, teaching us many valu-

able lessons. Among those lessons was you have

faith in what you are trying to accomplish, and if

your project is worthy and it helps fulfill the mis-

sion of the YMCA of the Rockies, you will succeed. 

If you remember, we told you we were starting

the renovation before any money was raised. Jack

was asked, "What are you going to do if you don't

meet your fundraising goal?" Jack smiled and said,

"I'm not going to worry about the money. It will

come." Walter was right as usual.

When first conceived, the plan to renovate the

museum was scheduled over two years. We priori-

tized our needs and communicated them to you.

We totally underestimated your response to our

appeal. So successful was our fundraising that we

moved the timetable forward compressing the proj-

ect into a single year. 

There is no possible way to fully express our

personal gratitude and that of the YMCA of the

Rockies except to say "thank you" for your support. 
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2003 Museum

Annual Appeal Donors

Founder ($1000)

Ellen Baker
Schlessman Family Foundation
Eileen & George Stone

Patron ($500)

Buz & Dave Barclay
Gordon Carlson
Richard Daniel - In Memory of

Jane Taylor Daniel
Sue & Gene Delves
Pat & Walt Farrington
Phyllis Lane
Georgia & Carey Legett
Mason Charitable Fund
Betty Melcher
Vickie & Alex Taylor
Linda & Jack Tucker
Jack Ward

Benefactor ($250)

Susan, Bruce and Elliott Belden
Shirley & Mac Burgher
Marcia & Earl Cordry
Rosemary & Jack Davis
Anita Dunlap
Virginia Honstead
John M. Hyde
Betty & Louis Moore, Jr.
Lillian & Jim Reed
Louise Spurgin
Jane & Charlie Wright

Supporter ($100)

Betty & Gene Addison
Eloise & Burton Arnold
April & Ron Aston
Elizabeth & Eugene Brice
Pat & Mark Brumbach
Robert Bruner
Curt Buchholtz
Mabel & Newton Campbell
Elizabeth Chamberlain
Jean & Charles Dillner
Anita & Randy Coleman
Linda & Alan Cowles
Beverly & Jo Bruce Cunningham
Elaine & Bill Dean 
Sue & Earl Dittman

Patricia & Ralph Dixon
Denise & John Dunlap
Jane & Dale Engleman
Elaine & Billy Everitt
Vera Lynn Ferris
ExxonMobil Foundation
Eleanor & Chuck Gates
Marion Gilbert
Carole & Wayne Gnatuk
Marcia & Dick Gray
Carole & Bill Guiot
Lottie & John Guttry
Tish & Frank Haines
Robin Hall
Deborah & Delmer Harris
Nadine & Jack Headley
Grayce & Maurice Herring
Peggy & Jim Hudson
Gregory F. Hutchinson
Jane Immel
Joan & Anthony Japa
Norman Jenkins
Betty & Eugene Jensen
Jami Kay
Margot Kostenbader 
Pam Kwedar
Cora & John Lamond
Betty & Bob Langworthy
Marian Lewis
Dorothy & Ray Libner
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Madrulli
Ann Mahaney
Cathy & Bob Mapes
Mr. and Mrs. John McGrath
Marilyn & George McNeish
Barbara & Jim Mathieu
Lois McConnell
Sandra & Harry McLeod
Lulie & Jack Melton
Cecil R. Miller
Marilee Moody
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Moore
Janis & John Munro & Family
Paula & Tom Osborne
Virginia & Michael Parma
Elizabeth B. Parsons
Mary & Don Patterson
Mrs. Harry Peterson
Lynn & John Phillips
Margaret & Walter Pilgrim
Mr. & Mrs. David Poole
Susan & John Poulos
Juanita Reinhard
Kitu Riddle
Janet & David Robertson
Colleen Roth
Ruth & Dennis Rowedder
Barbara & Bob Ruesch

Robert L. Siler
Jane & Hugh Smith
Max Smith
Rosemary Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Shelby L. Smith
Laurie & Richard Spencer & 
Family
Sally & Bob Spurgin
Mary & Paul Srack
Judy Stephenson
Doris Stukenbert
Nancy & Bill Sweet
Cathy & Greg Taylor
Carolyn & Dave Thomas
Daniel Ulam
Mr. & Mrs. John Van Dis Jr.
Barbara & Bill Vogelsang
Bea & Jim Wehrly
Rebekah & James Weingart
Sandra & Herbert Wright
Henry Yeager

Backer ($50)

Carol Anderson
David Andrusyk
Cheryl & James Armstrong
Marilyn Atance
Connie & Thomas Baker
Laurence Baldwin
Bettie & Dean Batt
Pat Barr
Joe Bell
Jean Bezucha
Linda Bixby
Esther Blackburn
Peggy & Jesse Booth
Judy Brannon & Roger Jones
Betty Bernshausen
Sandra & Thomas Bianciotto
Gay Lee & Bob Bonney
Eleanor & Jacob Broersma
Karna & David Bosman
Gene Bourque
Louise Boles
Meta Buehler
Jane & Lanny Burke
Mary Jane & Tom Bradley
Cindy McKee Brady
The Noel Bryants
Susan & David Buchanan
Kathy & John Busse
Shirley & Syd Carne
Martha & Lee Carter
Mary Cecardo
Carol & Earl Clark
Joyce & Tim Cochran
Linda & John Cummings
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Marguerite Currie
Gayle Davis
Rosemary & Jim Depler
Angela Dermyer
Lucy & Bart DeWolf
Velma & Bill Dickson
Frances & Chick Dibrell
Charles Dinwiddie
Mary Margaret Doak
Martha & Tom Doutt
Polly & Cecil Duryea
Genevieve Duven
Ellen & David Enoch
Susan & Donald Eoff
Mary & Glen Estes
Ruth Fell
Nancy & Calvin Fernlund
Linda & Norm Fisher
Lyle & Ardis Fitzgerald
Bill & Nancy Frazier
Virginia Bradt Fullerton
Sarah Gamble
Mary & Wallace Gake
Lori & Terry Galloway
Caroline & Jeep Gaston
Margo Griesman
Margaret Hage
Dr. & Mrs. Arvel Haley
Kaaren Hardy
Harriett & Wendell Harris
Fleur & Bud Hampton
Lisa & Chuck Hansford
Roxanne Harper
Janet & Bill Head
Barbara & Michael Helm
Marjorie Henning
Lori & David Hessel
Lani & Tom Hickman
Donna & Hugo Hildebrand
Eleanor & Glenn Hill
Nancy Todd Hill
Kris & Bernie Holien
Lucille Hull
Martha Hutchins
Patti & Jim Inghaham
Darlene & Merle Jacobs

Glenn Jewett
Keith Johnson
Ruth & John Johnson
Leslie & Michael Jones
Sarah & Herbert Jones
Judy & John Jordon
Dick Kane
George Katibah
Sylvia Kayser
Mr. & Mrs. David L. Kent
Ralph Kienker
Barbara & Dick Kiessling
Billie & Dick Kleebauer
Cathy & Mark Kock
Mary Kunkel
Mrs. R. W. Lacy
Corky & Bud Landis
Marty & Bill Lamm
Lavonne Latham
Peggy Leppmann
Billie Lenz
Daphne & Leonard Lewin
Eleanor & Ned Linegar
Ann & Kenneth Lisle
Bernice & Randy Lloyd
Sandra & Lincoln Lockhart
Em Long
Linda & Don Longren
Janice MacFerran
Ella & Randolph Mann
Shirley & Norman Martin
Kristin & Rudolfo Martinez
Joyce & Garrett Maxwell
Jean & Ray McClure
Mary McCreless
Anne McLellan
Ruth McManis
Ann & Charles McMullan
Mary McNutt
Wendy & Dave Meaden
Trica & Jim Medlock
Betty & Kent Meyer
Muffy & Ron Mitchell
Rosemary & Douglas Moore
Carol & Gene Moriarty
Betty Neale

Grace Macleod Nelms
Sue Ann & Gary Nichols
Elizabeth & Les Nickless
Freddie & Vic Nixon
Mary & Frank Northrop
Roxanne O'Brien
Danford Olson
Sally & Wayne Park
Kathy & Tony Perales
Winifred & Robert Peterson
Merike & Bill Phillips
Kathleen Pyper
Joyce & John Reaves
Elbert Reed
Jo Lean & Phil Ruggles
Mr. & Mrs. William Rose
Anita & Bob Runge
Judith Ryan
Mr. & Mrs. Irwin Saldinger
Mrs. Arthur Sandsmark
Robert Schumann
Bob Schreiner
Mary & Neal Schreiner
Charlene Sellner
Mary Ethel & Gerry Siefken
Chris & Doug Sorenson
Lenora Speer
Evelyn Squyres
Marie & Leon Standifer
Mr. & Mrs. Charles G. Staples
Betty Jo & William Steel
Kay & Ron Swanson
Laura Taylor
Ruth Tasto
Alta & Kenneth Thiel
Cherry & Peter Treleaven
Martha & Alan Trowbridge
Donny & Bill VanPatten
Edie Wade
Mary & Bob Walden
Louise Wells
Kay & Tim Wilde
Jo & William Walker
Marlene Whyte
Wayne Williams
Teddy Witte
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Museum Renovation Provides 
Many "Opportunities" 

Many years ago, during a very trying time,

Executive Director Walter Ruesch told the Board

of Directors, "We have no problems only opportuni-

ties." Through the years we took that statement to

heart and have used it to make opportunities of

the challenges presented to us.

Jack's father also had a saying which goes

along with what Walter said, "When you are neck

deep in alligators it is hard to remember the initial

objective was to drain the swamp." We have tried

to keep both sayings in mind as we dove into reno-

vating the museum.

We often hear folks talk about moving after

many years in the same home. You find stuff you

forgot you had, stuff you should have pitched years

ago and stuff you can't remember why you kept.



Another reality of moving after a long time in

one place is the realization that you are a lousy

housekeeper. Behind and under things you find

unpleasant reminders of how long it has been since

you moved things like that big desk. We won't

waste space inventorying what we found. Just go

look behind your refrigerator.

At the museum our job is to accumulate stuff

and to remember where it is. However, as we

began to pack we found plenty of stuff that we for-

got we had and stuff we should have pitched. Jack

can't remember how many bags of trash he pitched

comprised of memos and correspondence accumu-

lated over the last twenty-three years plus leftover

supplies from building displays.

One of the most interesting opportunities came

as a result of packing our artifacts. On any given

day me might touch a large number of artifacts.

However, there are many artifacts tucked away in

nooks and crannies that we seldom see much less

handle. 

As we packed we often paused commenting, "I

forgot we had that." Sometimes we stopped to look

through a book or stare at a photograph. As we

handled some artifacts, they brought back memo-

ries of people now deceased who entrusted us with

mementoes and keepsakes of their lives.

While packing books we made an interesting

discovery. In one of our bedrooms we found The

Soldiers' Hymn Book published by the Boston

Young Men's Christian Association. As we handled

the fragile tract we tried to read the water dam-

aged name inside the cover.

We could make out the following:

Charles A. Pl??

1st Sergeant Co. A

12th Regiment ???

Chaplin ?????

Feb. ?/65

This small book had accompanied a soldier

into the Civil War. We would like to see if it is pos-

sible to track down this soldier from muster rolls.

So, if there are Civil War historians out there we'll

be glad to accept your help.

The museum was packed and ready for the

arrival of Buildings and Grounds in late January.

Carol and Earl moved archives and items too irreg-

ular to the cabins behind the museum.

Housekeeping sent over a "spare" crew for an

afternoon of moving furniture and other items into

the trailer.

We left the big, heavy items for the muscles of

Buildings and Grounds. The artifact that caused

them the most consternation was the old switch-

board. No one knows how much it weighed, but we

watched the fire escape steps sag as four men

wrestled it down the stairs.

Our biggest "alligator" came in the form of the

Knabe grand piano. Buildings and Grounds

refused to tackle the beast. So, a piano moving

company was called in to move it under the

Longhouse for storage.

Painter John Coker was the first workman to

arrive. As he looked at the sheetrock pock marked

from over two decades of rotating displays he could

only shake his head. He spent most of a week

spackling and patching small holes and dings.

Next electricians arrived to put in new track

lighting and outlets. They were challenged with

the opportunity to make sense out of the work of

several previous electricians and figure out what

was tied to which breaker. After sorting things out

we decided to put in a couple of new circuits for

lights and outlets.

Now the work began in earnest with the

arrival of a full crew from B&G. While tearing out

a wall they learned that some of the sheetrock in

the museum was only one-quarter inch thick. That
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sent B&G scrambling to find a sheet tucked away

from an old project to make patches.

Sheetrock and sawdust hung in the air cling-

ing to every surface. Plastic protected wood trim

and windows. Jack clung to a corner of his office

with plastic draped over his computer. Finally, he

gave up and became homeless wandering from

office to office panhandling for a spare computer or

telephone to use.

When the floor refinishing company arrived

with their huge deafening machines they filled the

air with even more dust.  Dust was replaced with

fumes from drying polyurethane. Jack called it

quits and deserted the museum for several days. 

Lulie doesn't deal well with chaos especially in

her museum. Consequently, for her own well-being

she was banned from stepping inside after all the

artifacts were removed. When she was finally

allowed to return all she could do was sneeze as

she touched the dust coated surfaces. How would

we ever get the museum clean again?

Now the whole process of moving was

reversed. Again Buildings and Grounds along with

Housekeeping emptied the trailer placing the fur-

niture in the proper room. Volunteers, Carol and

Earl Clark, arrived to help Jack clean rooms,

unpack, dust and place artifacts. 

Jack had the forethought to take over one hun-

dred photographs of the museum before it was dis-

mantled. Joined by volunteers Carey Stevanus and

Betty Meyer they went from room to room clean-

ing, hanging curtains, unpacking and arranging. 

When finished even Lulie agreed that the

museum hadn't been this clean since 1979. The

now brightly lit walls shone with new paint. The

smell of lemon oil filled the air. Looking on the

bright side, we don't have to worry about spring-

cleaning this year!

After we did our work, Lulie took a Friday off

from teaching and spent the weekend putting the

finishing touches on everything. Finally, on March

16 we pronounced the museum ready for opening.

Then the storm of the century struck delaying our

opening another week.

When we said ready for opening we should

have put "" around ready. The museum room set-

tings were finished but not the displays. There are

still bare walls, unlabeled photographs and two

completely empty rooms awaiting new displays.

Almost twenty-four years ago Lula Dorsey and

Walter Ruesch gave us a blank canvas, in the form

of an empty Dorsey Museum, upon which to docu-

ment the history of the Y. Like a child learning to

form letters with a jumbo pencil, some of our early

interpretations of Y history were both clumsy and

inadequate. Through the years our work improved

as our skills developed and resources expanded.

Now, those blank walls are a new opportunity.

They challenge us to achieve even higher levels of

creativity.

It will take several more months of work to

finish what we have begun. Meanwhile you are

welcome to come by and see our work in progress.

This project has been filled with many oppor-

tunities and there have been a few alligators, but

we have endeavored to stay focused upon our goal.

Museum Annual Report

So dismal was the return on investment for

the Endowment Fund in 2002 we almost skipped

writing this report. Falling contributions through-

out the year compounded the museum's financial

problems.

Consequently, we cut out all but necessary

operating expenses. We can only hope that the

turnaround in the stock market will happen in

2004.

In the midst of the negative financial picture

we announced plans for our renovation. While

2002 was bleak, we have to look at the bright pic-

ture painted for 2003 by the museum's successful

Annual Appeal. 
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2002 2001

Revenues:

Investments ($21,821) ($12,579)

Oil Royalties $679 $952

Contributions $19,647 $27,859

Total Revenues: ($1,495) $16,232

Expenses: $10,227 $11,261

Excess Revenue ($11,722) $4,971

Endowment Fund: $166,708 $185,855

Summer Programs

While we scaled back the number of hikes and
programs we've actually branched out, courtesy of
the National Park Service's extensive rebuilding of
the Bear Lake Road. The next two summers prom-
ise to be chaotic in the Bear Lake corridor. 

Consequently, we're going to lead a number of
hikes into the Indian Peaks Wilderness south of
Rocky. Take note that since that area is a wilder-
ness the maximum number of hikers is ten.

As in previous years, you may make advanced
reservations for any of these activities in writing,
by telephone at 970-586-3341 extension 1136 or by
email at jmelton@ymcarockies.org. We will confirm
your reservations by email, telephone or in writ-
ing. You may make advance reservations until
May 23. If your plans change please notify as soon
as possible.
June 3, 25, 26, July 3, 17,30 August 13: 8:30 a.m. -
11:30 a.m. Archaeology Walk.  We'll take you on
a 1.5 mile walk to Snuggler's Cove where you'll see
sites used between 1,100 and 1,700 years ago by
Native Americans.  You will handle both real and
reproduction artifacts.  Limit 20 persons.
June 20, July 24, August 20: 7:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. -
Hike on the Upper Ute Trail and the Game
Drive Walls of Hidden Valley.  Join Lulie and
Jack to explore the most accessible Native
American game drive walls in RMNP. This is a
hike above tree line. Come adequately prepared.
Limit 15 persons.
June 23: Time TBA: Hike to Mitchell and Blue
Lakes in the Indian Peaks Wilderness. Requires
drive to Ward, Colorado south of Estes. Beautiful 5
mile hike. Limit 10 persons.
June 26: 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  Cub Lake & Pool
Circuit. Lulie loves this 6 mile hike. It is great for
birding and the flowers along the river are beauti-
ful. Limit 15 persons.

June 30: 7 a.m. - 5 p.m. - Black Lake and above.
The plateau above Black Lake is one of the most
spectacular spots in the Park. We will make a
group decision whether to go to Green or Frozen
Lake after reaching the plateau. This is a tough
11.5 mile hike requiring proper conditioning and
equipment. Limit 15 persons.
July 2: Time TBA: Hike to Lake Isabell and
Isabell Glacier in the Indian Peaks Wilderness.
Requires drive to Ward, Colorado south of Estes.
Beautiful 7.6 mile hike. Limit 10 persons.
July 7: 7:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. - Hike to Miner Bill's.
This all day hike culminates above treeline on the
side of Mt. Chapin.  This 3.5 mile (round trip) hike
is not for the faint of heart or knees.  The elevation
gain is over 1,400 feet.  The "trail" is extremely
primitive. Very dependent on weather and the tra-
ditional opening of Fall River Road on July 4.
Limit 15 persons.
July 8: Time TBA: Hike to Ouzel Lake.
July 15: Time TBA: Hike to Lake Dorothy and
4th of July Mine in the Indian Peaks Wilderness.
Requires drive to Eldora, Colorado south of Estes.
7 miles round trip.  Limit 10 persons.
July 18: Time TBA: Hike to Fern & Odessa
Lakes. This 8.5 hike is a classic covering one of
the most beautiful areas of RMNP. Limit 15 per-
sons.
July 22: Time TBA: Hike to Araphoe Lakes. This
7.2 mile hike to the Indian Peaks Wilderness
requires driving to Rollinsville, Colorado. Limit 10
persons. 
July 28, August 27: 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - The
Game Drive Walls of Flattop Mountain.  All-
day hike to the game drive walls, hunting blinds,
and butchering sites on Flattop.  These sites date
from over 4,000 years Before Present to 350 years
ago.  While we will not climb to the summit of
Flattop, we'll be above tree line, off the trail and
doing some boulder hopping. 7 miles. Limit 15 per-
sons.
July 31: Time TBA: Hike to Timber Lake. This
9.5 mile hike requires driving across Trail Ridge.
One of the most beautiful lakes on the west side of
the Park. Limit 15 persons.
August 11: 6 a.m. - 5 p.m. - Mt. Ida.  Join Lulie
and Jack for this spectacular 9 mile hike to Mt.
Ida that overlooks Trail Ridge, Forest Canyon and
peaks west of the Park. Spectacular 360 degree
views.  Limit 15 persons.
August 15: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.:   Hike to Chasm Lake.
Lulie & Jack will take you on an 8.4 mile hike to
one of the most beautiful lakes in Rocky Mountain
National Park situated at the base of the Diamond
of Longs Peak.  Limit 15 persons.
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