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View From the Museum Porch

This year marks
the Dorsey Museum's
twenty-fifth anniver -
sary.  Not long ago we
ran across some pho-
tographs from 1979.
We chuckled looking
at the empty rooms
and minimal displays.
Part of the mirth was

also the result of looking at a much younger us…
more hair, less gray hair, less wrinkles, less
pounds and a lot less miles on the odometer!

When we decided the museum needed a spe -
cial commemorative logo we took a step back in
time to 1957 when the Y celebrated its 50th
anniversary. Thanks to the digital wizardry of
Photos by Dill we changed a word here and date
there and recycled the forty-seven year old logo.

We want to thank all of you who took the time
to call or write telling us how much you enjoyed
the first full color edition of Museum Musings .
We, too, were pleased with the way it turned out.
Since it is more expensive to print, we would
appreciate you voting with your checkbooks by
joining or renewing your membership in the
Museum Association.

One of the things we do best at the Y is cope
with the unexpected whether it is a major snow -

storm or a lost hiker. This January, once again we
were faced with an unanticipated situation at the
Estes Park Center when a major power interrup -
tion hit the museum, pool and Sweet Memorial. As
usual the EPC staff rose to the occasion. See how
we coped in "Who turned out the lights?"

After good early winter snows statewide the
weather turned dry; however, there must be a
"snow angel" over the Big Thompson watershed. A
January report showed the drainage above Estes
Park at 100% of the 30-year average. The driest
drainage in the state was the South Platte at 65%.

Temperatures were slightly to the warm side
of average until February. Then it turned cold.
Then it got colder with the thermometer bottoming
out at  -18  on February 12. That's one of the cold -
er temperatures we've seen over the last several
years. But by mid afternoon the temperature has
soared 42 degrees to a balmy 25.

As is the norm, the winds started blowing in
late December, peaking in January and early
February. There is nothing like a wind chill of - 40
to make you think about heading south to Mexico
with the hummingbirds.

In the critter department the museum has the
usual assortment of nuthatches, chickadees and
finches. The resident Abert squirrels always enjoy
the handful of peanuts offered to temporarily keep
them out of the birdfeeder.

We don't need Stonehenge or a calendar to
know when the days get longer and the sun is
higher in the sky. The male finches start to sing
partial songs on warmer, sunny days after Winter
Equinox.

On a mid-January walk around Lake Estes we
saw a male bald eagle circling the lake. Birder
Scott Rashid told us he got a photograph of an
eagle making a quick meal out of a mallard.
Another interesting sighting around the lake this
winter was a loon. He's really "loony" to hang
around here when he had wings that could carry
him to warmer climes.

This time last year the museum was an empty
shell filled with dust, debris and workman. This
winter it is again filled with debris as we continue
our exhibit renovation. We were hoping to be fin -
ished by Christmas. So much for scheduling...
Besides we're having so much fun with the total
chaos!

Some of you will no doubt notice the summer
hiking schedule is missing from this edition. We're
juggling so many potential calendar conflicts at
this time we can't set our hiking schedule until
later in the spring. On the bright side we can, how -
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ever, announce that Dr. George Stone will be with
us more this summer to give programs and accom -
pany hikes!

Enough of our personal ramblings for this
issue… Come see your "new" twenty-five year old
museum during 2004!

Museum Merges Century Old
Photography W ith Digital T echnology

For years we've wanted to share images in the
Dorsey Museum's collection with the public. Film
technology required a large number of prints be
made to keep the price within reason. Now, with
digital technology the cost is the same whether we
print ten copies or a thousand.

This winter while Jack was waiting on subcon -
tractors to finish displays and for the lights to
come back on, he started selecting photographs for
reproduction. Gary Dill and Alex Ho of Photos by
Dill digitally repaired, enhanced and scanned the
selections. The copies were almost indistinguish -
able and in many cases better than the originals.

In a fit of madness Jack decided to convert the
old "Miscellaneous Room" on the museum's second
floor to a gallery and store. We'll have a variety of
images available matted and ready to frame. The
same and other images will be available as note
cards, greeting cards and notepads. 

We've taken this process one step further
merging digital reproduction with the century old
technique of hand-tinting. Do you remember all

the hoopla in the late 1980s when computers were
first used to colorize classic movies? Purists
screamed bloody murder saying colorizing ruined
the films and amounted to "cultural vandalism." 

A hundred years ago before color photography,
there was a huge demand for hand-tinted photo -
graphs. Family portraits were tinted to give them
a life-like appearance. Tourists visiting places like
Estes Park wanted a momento of their trip. 

Estes Park photographer Fred P. Clatworthy
was well known for his hand tinted photographs.
Visitors who couldn't afford originals could take
home postcards made from tinted photographs.
Later, Lyman Byxbe who was better known for his
etchings, mass-produced tinted images. 

Today, hand tinted original photographs are
highly sought after as an art form as well as for
their antique value. Lithograph postcards made
from tinted photographs are some of the most
beautiful ever printed.

This winter we met local artist, Cheryl
Pennington, who uses a century old technique to
hand-tint images. As it turns out, Cheryl’s family
has a YMCA connection. Her grandparents came
to the Y about 1917 staying in a tent cabin. 

We asked her to tint the photograph on the
cover taken by F. P. Clatworthy in 1908. It shows
delegates coming up the Big Thompson Canyon to
the first encampment in Estes Park. Cheryl's tint -
ing is so like the old style as to be indistinguish -
able. 

Be sure to drop by the museum this summer
to look over the museum's new gallery.  We're sure
you can find something for that Y person in your
life even if it is yourself!
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Photograph of the YMCA in 1922 reproduced from hand-tinted glass lantern slide by F. P. Clatworthy.



2004 Museum Annual Appeal
Targets YMCA Centennial

Last year the museum's Annual Appeal target -
ed extensive renovations of the Dorsey Museum's
facilities and exhibits. Now it is time to reach
beyond the physical walls of the museum and look
forward to 2007 when the YMCA of the Rockies
celebrates its centennial.

Planning for the yearlong celebration is a com -
plex and time consuming task. President Kent
Meyer has asked the Dorsey Museum to coordinate
the planning and activities.

Specifically this year's Museum Annual
Appeal provides initial funding for:

sCentennial event planning
sCentennial website 
sStaff alumni newsletters
sStaff alumni displays at both centers
sStaff alumni reunions
sCentennial specific publications
sHistorical outreach exhibits
sEstablishing a friends of the YMCA

association

We find the last item on the list overflowing
with opportunities. It brings together former and
current employees, guests, campers and conference
attendees. The association will help us celebrate
the centennial and prepare the YMCA of the
Rockies to meet the challenges of the next century.

With your support of the 2004 Dorsey Museum
Annual Appeal, you will partner with the YMCA of
the Rockies to honor the heritage that has brought
us together as a Y family for the last one hundred
years.

Who Turned Out the Lights?

As we said earlier, it amazes us how well the
Estes Park Center copes with a crisis. Considering
the size of the campus, the number of buildings
and the huge guest population we serve, we have
ample opportunity to cope with "surprises." Guess
it helps that we've had almost one-hundred years
of practice!  

While we were out of town over New Years,
underground electric lines serving the Museum,
Dorsey Pool and Sweet Memorial decided to give it
up. Electricians were able to patch things up to get
the museum and Sweet back on line but the three
phase power required to operate the pool pumps
was kaput. 

Buildings and Grounds and the Estes Park
Power & Light Department began feverishly work -
ing to get the pool back in operation in time for
Martin Luther King weekend. Luckily the blackout
coincided with the annual January thaw and
warming temperatures. However, the two feet of
frost required a propane torch to thaw the ground
a few inches at a time around telephone and data
cables.

To compound the excitement, the rest of the
old line melted down at 1:30, Thursday January 8
again plunging Sweet Memorial and the Museum
into darkness. This time the electric lines com -
pletely gave it up. Buildings and Grounds brought
in generators and propane heaters to keep pipes
from freezing in both buildings.

Jack helped his Program Department cowork -
ers move essential items like rental skates and
snowshoes to the Hempel Auditorium lobby where
they set up shop for the holiday weekend. 

Jack was homeless.  Finally, he grabbed the
museum's laptop and found an empty cubby at the
Executive Office and set up shop.

Through Herculean efforts by the Town, B&G
and electricians, the Pool was back on line
Wednesday the 14th allowing sufficient time to
heat up the water for Martin Luther King week -
end.

At the museum, B&G had to dig a trench from
the pole to the electric service box right through
the backyard. The only casualty was the irrigation
system which was repaired before closing the
trench. After digging through several hundred feet
of granite, workers commented on the ease of exca -
vating the museum yard. Over the last several
years they’ve kept the soil “tilled” replacing natu -
ral gas and water lines and telephone/data cables.
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Diggin’ for fishin’ worms in the museum yard.



Hopefully, there is nothing else left to dig for in
the yard.

The museum lights came back on Friday the
16th. We decide not to even attempt to open the
museum for the weekend. The place was just too
big a wreck from muddy-footed workman tramping
in and out. 

After it was all over Jack overheard someone
say the problem was almost a major crisis by near -
ly not having the pool open for the holiday week -
end. He corrected them saying, "It wasn't a crisis
only an minor inconvenience. A power failure in
July would have been a crisis!"

Alumni News: Scrapbook Surfaces
During SMR Construction

This past fall the Administration Building at
Snow Mountain Ranch received a major remodel -
ing and addition to better serve the Y's guests.
During demolition a very tattered scrapbook
chronicling the summer of 1970 surfaced. 

When SMR Center Director Julie Watkins
gave Jack the scrapbook he immediately sat down
and began to look through it. Most of the photo -
graphs are candid shots of staff doing what season -
al staff do in the summer; however, one immedi -
ately caught his eye. 

During the early days at Snow Mountain,
female staff were housed in the basement of the
unfinished Pinewood Lodge. The women's bath -
rooms were unfinished so they used the finished
men's. 

In the album, a 1970 staffer is shown impro -
vising by using the urinal into a makeshift wash -
ing machine. While some might say this photo -

graph is not historically important to the Y, it
illustrates the primitive conditions that staff
endured. It also shows how staff creatively impro -
vised when Snow Mountain Ranch was just getting
off the ground.

The second photograph and certainly the most
significant photograph in the album is a 1970
group photograph with everybody named.  As we
began planning our centennial celebration, it is
nuggets like this that are so important.

2003 Was a Very Good Year!

It's been too long since we could smile when
giving the Dorsey Museum's annual report. After
two years of red ink, it is nice to see black. 

After reaching a high of $200,872 in August
2000, the Museum Endowment started a two-year
slide reaching a low of $150,746 in August 2000.

During the last quarter of 2003, the Museum
Endowment followed the markets by roaring back
to its current record level. The December 31, 2003
Endowment Fund balance includes about $20,000
in unspent funds allocated for exhibit renovation.
Those bills were paid in February 2004.

2003 2002
Revenues:
Investments: $18,277 ($21,821)
Oil Royalties: $701 $679
Contributions: $46,369 $19,647

Total Revenues: $98,260 ($1,495)

Expenses: $21,301 $10,227
Excess Revenues: $76,959 ($11,722)
Total Revenues: $98,260 ($1,495)

Endowment Fund: $242.667 $166,708
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Mugs Friberg on washday at SMR.

Front Row: Sandy Romig, Linda Prusching, Barb Hopkins, Kathy
Patterson, Linda Crane, Doris Holtgreve, Lenora Manahan, Pat
Smith. Second Row: Jane Scott, Jimmie Brigham, "Little Lee," Mrs.
Brigham, Gustava Price, Grace Rudel, Ty Woodward, Joyce Gadeken,
Sarah Hench?, Lynn Ferris, Ada Conn, Bruce Myers. Third Row:
Kathy McCarren, Joan Christensen, Chris Gathers, Louisa
Brockriedge, Glenda Vermeer, Cathy Gathers, David Martin, Don
Hay, Mary Lowry, David Brummer, Karen Weins, Priscilla Coe,
Sherry Lutiz, Chris Holenbeck, Kathy Schiavi, Judy Booth, Mike
Doster, Jack Ratcliff, Mugs Friberg, Cyenther Wahlers, Peg Nelson,
Berry Da?, Mr. Ruesch, Rosemary Hassler.
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